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SUPPORT For 
HAITI
Campus News
RESPONSE / Page 7
by Devin Murphy '10
News Editor
Providence College students overflowed Moore Hall I for Project Haiti's first 
meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 19. Every seat in the lecture hall was filled, students were 
seated on the floor, some stood in the back, and others were forced to listen to the meeting 
outside because of the large turnout.
Project Haiti is student run organization dedicated to helping Haiti recover from the 
7.0 magnitude earthquake that devastated the country a little over two weeks ago.
"I've never seen Civ fill up so quickly," joked Brianna King '11, executive board member 
of Project Haiti.
' Several of the nine executive board members of the group and Rev. James Cuddy, O.P., 
chaplain, took turns speaking to students about Project Haiti's mission, Haiti's history, and how 
they can help.
Project Haiti's goal is not only to help the immediate recovery from the earthquake 
which has destroyed its infrastructure and its economy, but to maintain on-campus 
relief efforts for the duration of the semester and in years to come.
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Experience in Haiti During Earthquake
by Devin Murphy '10
News Editor
Haiti
At 4:52 p.m. on Jan. 12, Claudia Mortimer 
'13 was having ice cream at a hotel in Port-au- 
Prince, Haiti. She was standing on a balcony and 
could see her house just a few blocks away across 
a ravine. At 4:53 p.m. the ground beneath her 
started to shake. Everyone around her stood still, 
unsure of what was happening. It continued to 
shake more and more violently, picking her up 
and throwing her to the ground.
As the shaking continued Mortimer began 
to hear the loud roar of buildings and other 
structures falling and crashing together.
"It was like a movie," said Mortimer. "I felt 
like an actress."
As the 7.0 magnitude earthquake continued, 
Mortimer and her friend scaled a low wall to 
get away from the collapsing balcony on which 
they were standing. After the shaking stopped,
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Mortimer was in shock. She immediately thought 
of her nine-year old brother who had been home 
with his nanny. She was able to see that her house 
had survived the initial earthquake. She wanted 
to get home to make sure that he was safe, but her 
friend persuaded her that it was too dangerous.
"I wanted to walk home, but my friend was like 
'No, No!,"' said Mortimer.
Among the damage her car had been totaled.
"I still have the keys...but no car," she said.
Mortimer said the scariest part of the 
disaster was the initial uncertainty. She did not 
know what had happened to her family. She 
went to her friend's house where she waited to 
hear from her mother, who had been working 
during the earthquake. Her friend's house was 
still standing but there was a visible crack in 
the foundation.
"We were afraid to go inside," said 
Mortimer.
The two stayed outside and took turns timing 
their dashes into the house between aftershocks 
to get anything they needed.
After an hour she talked to her mother on the
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Apple's Much Hyped 
Tablet Disappoints
Yesterday, the pioneers over at Apple revealed their latest 
industry changing innovation, the iPad; a 1.5 pound touch 
screen device whose features include a screen that measures 
9.7 inches diagonally, 16, 32, or 64 gigabytes of flash memory 
storage, and Wi-Fi and Bluetooth connectivity. While I'm 
happy that Steve Jobs and Co. haven't exhausted their supply 
of gadget names incorporating the prefix 'i', the over-hyped 
tablet seems more like a glorified iPhone than a step into 
next great technological frontier. Many of us had anticipated 
the possibility of a built-in camera, Flash video support, a 
replaceable battery, embedded 3G network, or Verizon support. 
However, the iPad doesn't really offer anything revolutionary 
other than a larger QWERTY keyboard, an enhanced video 
and mobile browsing experience, full app support, 10 hours of 
battery life, and the ability to be utilized as an electronic book 
reader thanks to the unveiling of Apple's new iBook interface 
which allows readers to change fonts, drag pages with their 
fingers, and choose a book to read off of a virtual bookshelf.
In this capacity, the iPad seems poised to cripple the market 
share that Amazon's Kindle currently has control over. With 
the low end iPad model set to cost only $499, offering droves 
of features far beyond the capabilities of the single-purpose 
Kindle DX currently selling for $489, Amazon is either going to 
have to reinvent their digital reader or drop the cost as much 
as possible.
However, the problem with Steve Jobs claiming that the 
iPad "is the best browsing experience you've ever had... 
unbelievably great...way better than a laptop. Way better than a 
smart phone," is the fact that most of us already have a laptop, 
a smart phone, and, for those of us not too deeply stitched 
into the fabric of print media, a Kindle. If the iPad is nothing 
more than a combination of these three technologies, what's 
the additional benefit to owning one aside from simply being 
able to boast the latest Apple gizmo? Perhaps, though, the 
iPad actually is a step into the next great technological frontier; 
one where all our digital needs exist on one sleek Steve Jobs 
endorsed device. I just don't think that any of us are quite 
ready to abandon our investments in today's technologies to 
invest in the technologies of Apple's iUtopia of tomorrow.
Here's to that horrifying future,
John Vaghi
Editor-in-Chief
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Letter Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries and letters to the editor from members of the 
Providence College community and outside contributors.
All submissions must include the writer's name, signature, a phone number, and an e-mail 
address where he or she can be reached. Letters should be no more than 250 words in length and 
will be printed as space permits. Guest commentaries should be limited to 700 words in length, 
and only one will be published per week. The Cowl reserves the right to edit articles for space 
and clarity. Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or faxed to The Cowl office no later than 
5:00 p.m. on the Monday before publication.
Mail submissions to The Cowl, 1 Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I. 02918; fax to 
401-865-1202; submit online at www.thecowl.com; e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu; or 
hand deliver to The Cowl office in Slavin G05.
Accuracy Watch
The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that goes into print to 
ensure that the facts are presented clearly and truthfully. If you find an error in any article, please 
e-mail the Editor-in-Chief at thecowl@providence.edu. Corrections will be printed as necessary.
Advertising
Contact The Cowl with advertising requests and questions at cowlads@providence.edu or, if 
necessary, via telephone at 401-865-2214. Visit www.thecowl.info for rates, publication dates, 
and other information about advertising with The Cowl.
Subcriptions
Subscription rate for a weekly issue by mail is $30 per year. Send payment to The Cowl, 
1 Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I. 02918; make checks payable to The Cowl. Student 
subscription is included in tuition fee; issues are available around campus on Thursday nights.
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YWC Dispute Continues in Congress
Administrative Liaison May Attend Meetings; PCTV Possibly Airing Sessions
by Jordan Frias '11
News Staff
Student Congress
Three main concerns were 
discussed at this week's Student 
Congress meeting which took place 
on Tuesday, Jan. 26. One of the topics 
which caused the most debate was 
the removal of Providence College's 
name under the chapters list on the 
Youth for Western Civilization's 
national Web site.
Although the club was voted 
down on Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2009, those 
affiliated with it refused to contact the 
national organization to notify them 
of the verdict.
Congress treasurer Nick Mikula '11 
said that Tim Dionisopoulos '11, the 
leader of the YWC group on campus, 
had until the end of the last week of 
exams of the fall semester to get the 
College's name off the Web site but 
failed to do so. He also said that Sharon
WE DID WHAT WE HAD TO DO AND NOW IT’S TIME 
FOR PC AS AN INSTITUTION TO STEP UP TO THE PLATE
Hay, director of Student Activities, 
suggested that Congress do nothing 
to correct this as it would only give 
the group of students for YWC more 
attention.
"I strongly believe that our name does 
not belong on that Web site," Mikula said.
Members of Congress then debated 
whether demanding that the students 
involved with YWC remove PC's name 
from the Web site's list of affiliated 
schools would fuel its members to 
conjure up more controversy or 
if it would emphasize Congress's 
authority to speak on behalf of the 
student body.
Sean Jones '10 said that it would 
be in Congress's best interest to fight 
for the removal of the school's name.
Megan Murphy '11 disagreed.
"I think it's outside our line," 
she said.
When the question came 
up regarding whether or not 
Dionisopoulos and his members would 
feel attacked by the request to remove 
the school's name, Congress president 
Andrea Pulaski '10 clarified Congress's 
intentions. She said Congress is 
proposing judicial action be taken 
against the national organization, not 
Dionisopoulos personally.
Senior class president Jaimie 
Scambio urged Congress to stand 
up for its legitimacy in making final 
decisions on the status of proposed 
clubs like YWC.
Peter Van Name '11 thought 
otherwise.
"It's not Student Congress's battle... 
we did what we had to do and now it's 
time for PC as an institution to step up 
to the plate," he said.
Congress executive secretary Elian 
Seidel '10 agreed with Scambio.
"Do we think that the student body 
would want to see our name on their 
Web site? No. We owe it to them to 
DO YOU THINK THAT THE STUDENT BODY WOULD 
WANT TO SEE OUR NAME ON THEIR WEB SITE? NO.
bring it up to judicial," Seidel said.
Some Congress members were 
worried that further involvement might 
be mistaken as a failure of Congress 
to effectively vote down a proposed 
club. Some Congress members felt that 
students may think that its first piece 
of legislation against the club was not 
good enough, or that it is Congress' 
duty to stand behind their decisions 
made in the interest of the student 
body. PC's name on the YWC Web site 
means they did not accomplish that.
The decision concerning whether or 
not Congress will move forward with 
the proposal to take judicial action 
against the organization will be made 
at next week's meeting.
Another issue that sparked debate 
was whether or not Congress needed an 
administrative liaison to overlook their 
weekly meetings. There was a consensus 
among members that communication 
can sometimes be an issue between 
Congress and the administration, but 
most agreed that a liaison would not 
necessarily mend that gap.
A suggestion was made that if 
there were a liaison, they should 
be an appointed position rather 
than a permanent one. This would 
guarantee that the acting liaison 
would change periodically if 
necessary.
"We have to make sure we have 
the right personnel," said Megan 
Bennett '10.
An official liaison would be 
integrated into Congress discussions 
and would have the power to shoot 
ideas down, while an unofficial 
liaison would be a person of 
reference rather than a participant 
in discussions and voting.
The administration receives a copy 
of the weekly minutes that are e-mailed 
to Congress members, giving them an 
insight on exactly what happens at 
each meeting.
Lastly, Congress received an e-mail 
from PCTV asking if they could film 
Congress meetings to run on local 
channel 88.
Many Congress members agree 
that this would give them good 
press and allow the student body 
to see the progress that they make 
at each meeting. Some suggested 
that it be uploaded to YouTube 
for viewer feedback and criticism. 
Congress will debate the issue on 
Monday, Feb. 1.Welcome Back!The Collegiate 
Readership Program
Available at these on campus locations:
Residence Halls, Raymond Dining Hall 
& The Slavin/Rec Center
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The Providence College National Alumni Association &
The Office of Institutional Advancement are pleased to announce:
pc
 Student
ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONMember Benefits:
 Special invitation to alumni
EVENTS
 Access to key alumni speakers
 NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES
 PRACTICAL EVENT PLANNING
EXPERIENCE
 LEADERSHIP ROLES
 INSIDE LOOK AT THE NATIONAL 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD 
of Governors
Current Freshmen, Sophomores, and Juniors are eligible to 
apply. Applications are due by February 19, 2010 and 
interviews will be held the following week. To learn more 
and download an application, please visit 
http://bit.ly/StudentAlumniAssociation.
Questions: Contact Andrea Ricci '03, Assistant Director of Alumni
______Relations at (401) 865-2165 or aricci@providence.edu.
5 The Cowl NEWS January 28, 2010
PC Students Offer Prayers for Haiti
by Allison O'Connor '10
News Staff
Haiti
Rev. Brian J. Shanley, O.P., President 
of Providence College, designated 
Tuesday, Jan. 26, as a campus-wide 
day of prayer for Haiti. All Masses 
held on Tuesday were dedicated to 
those who have been impacted by the 
devastating 7.0-magnitude earthquake 
that struck near Haiti's capital, Port- 
au-Prince, on Jan. 12. The day of 
prayer marked two weeks since the 
devastation occurred, and served as a 
day in which the College community 
was called to hold the needs of the 
Haitian people at heart. In a campus­
wide e-mail, Shanley wrote that, "as 
people of faith, our first response is to 
pray for the people of Haiti."
At 7:00 p.m. a prayer vigil for 
Haiti was held in St. Dominic Chapel, 
sponsored by The Office of the 
Chaplain and Campus Ministry.
"Judging from the response we've 
had so far at the Project Haiti Facebook 
Group, as well as the Project Haiti 
organizational met. ngs that we've 
had during the past , . eek, I expect 
hundreds of students to participate," 
said Jayo Miko Macasaquit '11 before 
the service. "It's something that's 
brought PC together and has activated 
them to become more responsible in 
their world and college community."
As they entered the chapel, students 
were handed unlit candles that would 
be used during the service. Once the
Extreme Accounting Team Wins $10,000
by Kaitlyn Monast '13
News Staff
Clubs
Accountants specialize in the art of 
numbers, but five Providence College 
students took accounting to an extreme 
in a national competition in which they 
won $10,000.
Held annually by Pricewater­
houseCoopers [PwC], one of the 
world's largest professional service 
firms, Extreme Accounting [xACT] 
gives students a chance to get away 
from the safety of the classroom and 
enter the world of real business.
At the fifth annual kickoff night 
at PC in November, an estimated 
40 students received a packet with 
a simulated business case. The case 
involved a research and development 
company called Infinity Aeronautics. 
The company was out of money after 
trying to create an alternative fuel- 
helicopter.The case replicated the 
position many companies are being 
put into today. The companies had to 
decide whether it was best to file for 
Chapter Eleven Bankruptcy or to utilize 
government aid. With $1,000 at stake, 
each group was given two weeks to 
research, weighing the pros and cons of 
each decision.
Ryan Portenoy '12, Erin Kelly '11, 
Kathleen Kelly '11, Matt Bruckerhoff 
'12, and Jessica Ho TO used businesses 
who unsuccessfully filed for Chapter 
Eleven to persuade their way to 
the $1,000 prize. While the money 
was more than enough of a reward, 
the team received an even sweeter 
surprise. For the first time in PC 
history, the winning team was asked 
to compete at the national level. Out of 
2,000 competitors across the country, 
five teams were chosen to compete in 
New York City for the Montgomery 
Award.
"During the competition, all of the 
students were videotaped with no 
chapel was nearly filled with members 
of the College community, the entrance 
procession walked down the aisle 
towards a candle-covered altar as the 
choir sang, "Christ Be Our Light."
Father Shanley began the vigil 
by proclaiming to the students in 
attendance that, "In the aftermath of 
disaster...we offer up our hopes, our 
prayers, and our longings."
Areading from the Book of Lamentations 
was then read by Charlie da Silva TO, 
followed by a singing of "The Lord is My 
Light and My Salvation" by the choir.
Rev. James Cuddy, O.P., chaplain, 
delivered the Gospel reading, which 
stated that God proclaimed, "Come 
to me all you who labor and are 
burdened, and I will give you rest." 
The homily that followed reminded 
the Providence College community of 
the terrible facts of Haiti's situation.
"Churches and homes have been 
reduced to a pile of rubble [while] the 
world watched and prayed," said Cuddy.
He stressed the staggering statistics 
that "the government reported that 
over 150,000 are dead, and more 
than 3 million remain in dire need 
of emergency aid. People have 
been working non-stop, climbing 
through debris, in desperate search 
for survival." But because of the 
aftershocks, they are "forced to live it 
again and again and again."
Part of Cuddy's homily touched upon 
the religious doubts one may have in the 
face of horrible natural disasters. Cuddy 
himself even said that sometimes he 
"want[s] to look up to heaven, to scream 
COURTESY OF RYAN PORTENOY ’12 
The PC Extreme Accounting team in New York City at the national finals.
school identifiers, and a DVD of the 
campus's winning team's performance 
was evaluated by a national review 
committee," faculty mentor Carol Hartley, 
Department of Accountancy, said. 
"Making it to the national finals this year 
is a tribute to the overall quality of our 
students."
The team used the feedback given 
to them at the Providence competition 
by the judges and Hartley. They 
had from November to January 
to make the necessary changes 
to their presentation. As mentor, 
Hartley helped students connect 
with PC alumni who worked with 
PwC allowing students to further 
their research. The team spent even 
more time sifting through The Wall 
Street Journal for research, speaking 
to alumni, and strengthening their 
argument, ensuring that all judges' 
up at God, 'Oh Lord come to our refuge, 
enough is enough, Lord.'
I wish that God had an answer, I 
wish I could answer for myself...[but] 
the reasons that allow these evils to 
occur often remain mysteries," said 
Cuddy. "Looking to the cross is our 
only hope. The cross is the symbol and 
the centerpiece of our Christian faith."
Rev. Cuddy concluded his sermon by 
stating, "for those who are hungry, for those 
who are homeless, for those who continue 
to work for their relief, may Christ be their 
light, and the cross, their hope."
Prayerful petitions were offered, 
followed by the lighting of candles 
and the recitation of the 'Our Father.' 
SARA SPIRITO ’ll / THE COWL
Vigil for Haiti in St. Dominic Chapel during the Day of Prayer, Jan. 26.
questions involving New York and 
the economy could be answered 
with ease.
This past weekend the team finally 
traveled to PwC in New York City to 
compete in the National PwC xACT 
competition. The first night was spent 
relaxing in the Big Apple getting to 
know the company. Friday was back to 
work for the team, presenting in front 
of top executives of PwC. Each team 
presented for the allotted 12 minutes 
and then answered sets of difficult 
questions from the judges. Students 
were forced to think outside of the box.
"One judge in New York asked what 
would happen if the [product] failed," 
Portenoy said. "It was something that the 
company would have to worry about. 
We had to explain what would happen 
and what we would do in response."
After the presentations were
Shanley concluded the vigil in prayer 
to God by saying, "May your love and 
justice bum like fire in the hearts of all 
this Providence College community. 
Give us the courage to bring your light 
and promise of hope into our world."
Students felt that the vigil brought 
them closer together.
"The Candlelight Prayer Vigil for 
Haiti was the perfect opportunity for 
the PC community to come together 
not only to seek some solace for 
ourselves but more importantly to 
pray as a community for our brothers 
and sisters in Haiti who really need 
our prayers," said da Silva.
complete the teams were given the 
chance to see what the day of an 
associate at PwC is like while the 
judges deliberated. Workshops, meet 
and greets, and other opportunities 
allowed the five competing teams 
to get an understanding of die firm. 
Later, all the teams were called into a 
conference room and the one winning 
team was announced. Providence 
College was not the lucky winner of 
the Montgomery Award, but there 
were still many reasons to celebrate.
Kathleen Kelly received the chance 
of a lifetime through the competition.
"It is one of the greatest experiences," 
she said. "It is the nicest thing 
accounting puts on. I've been able to get 
an internship in the summer in public 
accounting after the competition."
The big bonus for all five team 
members just for competing in the 
national competition was $10,000. The 
teams split the prize money among 
their members.
PC's team felt the big cash bonus 
was, of course, just a bonus to the 
overall experience of the competition.
"This competition is such a learning 
experience," Portenoy said. "It really 
opens someone like me who is so 
young to the possibilities out there. 
Working through the work instead of 
studying for a test overall is a lot more 
helpful mentally. It is not a typical 
textbook kind of thing."
Any accounting major can get 
involved in PwC xACT. “ 
competition requirements 
five must be formed. Each team must 
have two sophomores, two juniors, 
and one senior. This allows new 
students each year to get a chance 
to compete at the city level and the 
national level. Accounting students 
will be notified of the next competition 
in hopes of bringing more honor to the 
PC name, and definitely more money 
into students' wallets.
Due to 
teams of
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Students Pose as RAs to 
Enter Rooms on Campus
Changes Coming to Core
by Valerie Ferdon '12 
Asst. News Editor
Residence Life
Last semester, there were two 
reported incidents of students 
impersonating resident assistants. 
The imposters carried clipboards and 
recited speeches identical to those 
that RAs are trained to give when 
approaching students, in order to 
gain access to rooms in both Suites 
Hall and McDermott Hall.
"The imposters knew enough 
about the process of confronting 
students to make a reasonable person 
assume they were an RA," said Steve 
Sears, dean of Residence Life. "They 
introduced themselves as RAs, carried 
clipboards, and wore their ID around 
their neck, making them look like 
persons of authority."
One of the incidents occurred on the 
fourth floor of McDermott Hall shortly 
after midnight on a Thursday night 
during exam period. According to one 
resident, the imposters had attempted 
to enter five other rooms in the hall, but 
theirs was the only one they succeeded 
in entering.
"What happened was, we came back 
from being out and some kids knocked 
on our door," said a fourth floor 
McDermott resident. "They said they 
were RAs from another building and 
that they had an anonymous tip that a 
girl is in our room. We wondered what 
they were talking about, since that was 
not true at all. They asked for our IDs 
and we gave them to them. Then they 
started acting very suspicious."
While Sears described the incident 
as merely a "prank," the residents 
firmly believe their motive was to seize 
alcohol.
"First they asked to look in our 
fridge; it was obvious that they wanted 
to steal alcohol from us," said the 
resident. "That was pretty much the 
whole point of them doing this. They 
didn't even look for the girl, they went 
straight to the fridge. That's why we 
knew it was for alcohol. They claimed 
they had a report about a girl, and they 
didn't look in the closet or anything. A 
girl is not going to be in the fridge."
"I heard my residents making a lot 
of noises and yelling," said Emmanuel 
Amanfor '10, fourth floor McDermott 
RA. "I went there and opened the door 
and asked what was going on. I saw a 
couple of individuals who were talking 
SARA SPIRITO '11 / THE COWL
Resident Assistants are required to carry their new bright yellow ID cards on them at all times.
to them. They had clipboards so I asked 
the guys what they were doing. They 
said, 'Don't worry about it, we are RAs 
from such-and-such building.' I said, 
'Are you serious, because I am the RA 
from this floor."
The imposters then told Amanfor 
that it was not his jurisdiction. 
Knowing they were clearly not RAs, 
Amanfor asked them for their names. 
They refused.
"The residents whose room it was 
got really upset. Things got so far out 
of hand," said Amanfor.
"There was a ruckus. Everyone was 
yelling, I was yelling. This was after we 
realized they were not real RAs. Then 
they just took off and ran. Some kids in 
our hall tried to chase them down, but 
they got away," said the resident.
Although the imposters never gave 
their names, the parties involved 
were able to figure out their identities 
through what Amanfor refered to as 
"investigative clues." The resident said 
he had noticed the name on the ID 
around one of the imposter's necks and 
gave this information to officials.
Sears explained that he has never 
been aware of similar incidents 
happening in the five years he has been 
at Providence College.
"We obviously are taking a look 
[at] our current system and what we 
can do to prevent it from happening 
again in the future," said Sears. "We 
have made ID cards that are specific 
only to RAs. They are yellow, with 
their name and picture on the front. 
They are very difficult to replicate. 
RAs on the entire campus must have 
them on them at all times."
While students are usually familiar 
with their own RA, they may not be 
able to recognize RAs of other floors 
or residence halls. For this reason, 
students are encouraged to question 
any student who approaches them 
claiming to be an RA.
"Every student, if they do not see 
the yellow badge, has the right to ask 
an RA to see the identification card," 
said Sears.
According to Sears, Providence 
College is one of the first institutions 
to instate a system to designate 
resident assistants.
"Although we may be the first 
school to take this precaution, it 
is embarrassing that we even had 
to take these measures in the first
by Devin Murphy '10
News Editor
FACULTY SENATE
Faculty Senate is taking baby 
steps towards developing a new core 
curriculum. It voted last Wednesday, 
Jan. 20, on which direction it would 
like to move in developing the new 
core curriculum. The senate voted in 
favor of moving toward developing 
a new core curriculum which would 
include a concentration component.
Faculty Senate decided last semester 
that its most important issue was the 
Core Curriculum Reform. The possible 
models were presented for discussion 
and vote.
The first model which was 
presented was the concentration 
model. Under the concentration model 
there is a foundation component, 
a concentration component, and a 
proficiency component in the core.
The foundation component would 
require 12 credit hours of Development 
of Western Civilization as opposed to 
20, six hours of philosophy, three hours 
of quantitative reasoning, three hours of 
fine arts, three hours of a social science, 
and three hours of a natural science.
The concentration component 
would require students to take six 
hours of courses outside of their 
majors. It is also possible that the 
concentration model would require 
students to take three hours of a 
language. A student could take two 
courses of his or her choice in addition 
to the core requirements. To fulfill 
the concentration a student could 
take two additional courses in social 
science, natural science, fine arts, 
quantitative reasoning, or language. 
Although none of the additional 
courses would be counted towards 
the student's major they could count 
towards a minor.
James Keating, Ph.D., Department 
of Theology and chair of the 
Humanities Program, presented the 
concentration model.
"Each student should have a moment 
in the core curriculum when they say
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that they want to focus on a certain 
element within the core," said Keating.
He also stressed that he wants 
students to "own" their experiences in 
fulfilling the core curriculum; he wants 
to avoid the mentality of just getting 
the core out of the way.
The cluster model differed from the 
concentration model in its thematic 
approach to the core curriculum. The 
foundation component of the cluster 
model was much the same as the 
concentration model, totaling in 36 
hours of study.
The cluster component of the core 
curriculum would require students to 
take three to five classes, outside of 
their majors, that all entailed a similar 
theme. For example, one cluster could 
be Baroque and Rococo Art, Baroque 
Music, Europe 1648 to 1714, and 
17th Century Literature. It would be 
possible for students to fulfill a minor 
through the cluster which they pursue. 
Many cluster courses may also overlap 
with majors, which is why there are 
between three and five course options 
for each cluster.
The proficiency component would 
require two writing intensive courses, 
one oral communication course, one 
global awareness course, and one civic 
engagement course.
The goal of the cluster option 
would be to inspire creativity in both 
professors and students, cut down on 
the number of introductory courses, 
and foster a sense of community.
The third model which senators 
could have voted for was a model 
which would have only required 
students to fulfill the foundation 
component and the proficiency 
component of the core curriculum.
Faculty Senate did not make any 
definite decisions on how it will work 
to reform the core curriculum. More 
senators preferred the concentration 
model, but it was stressed that the 
Senate could develop a hybrid of the 
concentration and cluster models. 
More concrete decisions will be made 
in the future. Senators will now have 
to work on developing a model which 
will be proposed as legislation.
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RESPONSE: Organization Pledges to Raise Money and Awareness
Continued from front page
Laurie Moise '12, an executive board 
member, shared her personal story 
about her family in Haiti with those 
students who came to the meeting.
"It means a lot that you guys came 
out," said Moise. "This is tough for me."
She proceeded to tell her story, stopping 
occasionally to regain her composure.
Moise had been at a career networking 
meet-and-greet in Boston on Jan. 12. She 
had turned her cell phone off at the event. 
When she turned it on again she received 
a continuous stream of messages.
She quickly learned of what had 
happened. Her family was very distressed 
by the news, especially her mother. Moise 
said her mother was beside herself.
"I've never heard anyone...cry like 
that," she said.
Moise and her family had no means of 
contacting their relatives in Haiti. They 
put their names online in hopes that they 
would get information about their safety.
Three days after the earthquake 
Moise did hear from her relatives. 
Her godparents, seven cousins, 
and grandmother had survived the 
earthquake. But, not all the news they 
got was good.
Moise's grandmother's house was 
completely destroyed in the disaster.
"Everything my grandma worked 
for...to get everyone over here was 
destroyed," she said.
Moise was able to speak to her 
godsister again the Sunday after the 
earthquake. She expressed sadness at 
not being able to be with her family in 
Haiti during such a great time of need.
"I can't go over there, they won't 
allow me to go over there until Feb. 
14," she said.
Moise ended her story by asking 
all those in attendance to join her in a 
moment of silence.
"I want to have a moment of silence for 
the people who have passed," said Moise.
Project Haiti's goal is to help those 
in need, like Moise's family. The 
entire organization is divided into 
three subcommittees: fundraising, 
entertainment, and education. Each 
subcommittee has an executive board 
member leading it, but volunteers have 
been put in charge of individual projects 
which each subcommittee will do.
"The entire purpose of the 
organization is not [for] us to be the 
leaders, but to find leaders to lead [events 
and programs]," said Mary Bogen '11.
Bogen stressed that Project Haiti 
is not concerned about the quantity 
of programs it can organize for 
relief efforts, but with the quality of 
programs it organizes.
A large part of Project Haiti's 
mission is to educate the PC 
community about Haiti, not just about 
the damage caused by the earthquake.
Victoria Ngare '11, executive board 
member and leader of the education 
subcommittee, gave the students at the 
meeting a brief overview of Haitian 
history. She said that Haiti has a 
population of about 10 million people, 
over 80 percent of whom live below the 
poverty line. Those who are below the 
poverty level live on less than $2 per day.
Haiti was also the first independent 
black nation in the western 
hemisphere. It has had a long history 
since independence of corrupt rulers 
destroying the nation's economy.
Ngare also stressed that Haiti is 
not as developed as most modem 
nations. There are no standards for 
construction, building codes, safety 
codes, or building inspectors.
"They don't have an OSHA 
[Occupational Safety & Health 
Administration]," she said. "They have 
no army, no navy. They have a very 
small coast guard."
She also recounted the relief 
efforts already enacted by the 
United States and other nations. 
"U.S. aid will involve people like us - 
students," said Ngare.
Cuddy spoke to students about the 
College's response to the earthquake 
in Haiti. He explained the history 
of Catholic Relief Services [CRS], 
the organization which Rev. Brian 
J. Shanley, O.P. suggested students 
could donate to for Haiti relief. 
CRS was started in 1943 by an 
American bishop. It benefits poor 
and disadvantaged people around 
the world. It is working with people 
on the ground in Haiti to help get 
people back on their feet. Part of its 
mission is also to educate Americans 
about places in which it provides 
relief services. It is not only an 
organization to help Catholics; it 
is an organization to help all who 
need it. It has already raised over $25 
million for Haiti.
All money collected for Haiti relief 
at Masses on campus will be donated 
to CRS.
"This is a great short-term response," 
said Cuddy of the fundraising efforts.
He reminded students that there 
will be no "quick fix" to the devastation 
caused by the earthquake.
"This is going to be at least a generation 
of helping and healing," he said. "This is 
something that needs to be sustained."
HAITI: Mortimer Evacuated After Quake
Continued from front page
phone. One telephone company was 
still operational after the quake. Chaos 
was starting to grip Port-au-Prince in 
the wake of the disaster. Someone had 
ripped the phone out of her mother's 
hands while Mortimer was talking to 
her.
Mortimer did not see her mother for 
two days after that conversation.
I STILL CAN’T BELIEVE IT HAPPENED. IN A MATTER 
OF SECONDS EVERYTHING TURNED UPSIDEDOWN.
Her younger brother was not 
hurt during the earthquake. 
Their house had not sustained 
catastrophic damage. One wall 
had fallen, killing the family dog, 
but the rest of the house was still 
standing. It continued to stand 
even during the aftershocks.
Mortimer and her brother went 
to stay at their aunt's house, not far 
rom their home. The first night after 
the earthquake the situation was still 
very uneasy. They tried to sleep in the 
car but aftershocks kept jolting them 
awake. They eventually gave up the 
struggle and stayed outside.
"I still can't believe it happened," 
she said. "In a matter of seconds 
everything turned upside down."
Fortunately, Mortimer's family had 
backup generators for electricity. She said 
that power failures are common in Port- 
au-Prince. They also had access to food 
since their houses were not destroyed. 
Mortimer's neighborhood actually had 
its own small reservoir where they were 
able to get water. However, they drank 
mostly bottled water which they had had 
a supply of before the earthquake hit.
Since the earthquake there has 
been very little gasoline available, 
and the little that is, is very expensive. 
Mortimer's family only turns on 
the generators when it is absolutely 
necessary, like to charge a cell phone, 
and then turn it off immediately.
Mortimer's mother would not 
let her go back to her home in the 
days after the earthquake, escaped 
prisoners are now living in abandoned 
houses in their neighborhood.
Mortimer said that immediately 
after the earthquake, when the shock of 
what had happened had worn off, there 
was much violence in Port-au-Prince.
"The first reaction was survival," 
she said.
People stole things which they 
thought they needed to survive.
Prices tripled. Vendors who still 
had food to sell were selling it for 
exorbitant amounts.
Despite the chaos the major concern 
was to get people out of the rubble 
who were still alive. Mortimer saw 
someone rescued from a collapsed 
United Nations apartment building 
near her friend's home. Her mother 
and other family members also 
worked to rescue people who were 
still alive but trapped in the wreckage 
of the building where they ran their 
business. They were able to get people 
out, but unfortunately Mortimer's 
older cousin who was 27 years old and 
working at the time of the earthquake 
was killed.
IF I GO BACK IT’S BECAUSE I WANT TO HELP. I 
DON’T EVEN KNOW IF I WILL BE ABLE TO GO BACK
Mortimer did not venture out into 
Port-au-Prince much for safety reasons, 
but when she did she saw bodies were 
lining the streets. Her first instinct 
was to keep her younger brother from 
looking at them.
Many were being placed in piles 
to be transported elsewhere. While 
they were being moved people in the 
surrounding area were told to put 
toothpaste under their noses, so they 
would not smell the stench.
"When I heard they were putting 
the bodies in piles it immediately made 
me think of the Holocaust," she said.
The bodies which were collected 
were brought to a nearby cemetery 
where they were burned. Mortimer 
could see the smoke from where she 
was staying at her aunt's house.
A few days after the earthquake 
Mortimer and her brother were 
evacuated from Port-au-Prince 
because they are U.S. citizens. Her 
mother got their passports from their 
home. They went to the airport where 
only U.S. military planes were being 
allowed to land and take off. At the 
airport all she was required to do was 
show her U.S. passport and tell the 
military personnel where she needed 
to go.
The airport was just as chaotic as the 
city. She said there were many people 
there showing their Haitian passports 
or Haitian visas trying to get on planes 
out of the country.
Mortimer and her brother were 
able to get on a plane to Homestead, 
Fla. There in Homestead a bus took 
them to Miami International Airport, 
where her older brother came to 
meet them. Mortimer's younger 
brother is now staying in Miami 
with her older brother where he is 
attending school.
Mortimer's mother is still in 
Haiti. She does not want to leave 
their house or family. She somehow 
manages to get food and water, 
though she does not tell Mortimer 
how. They are communicating now 
primarily via e-mail.
Mortimer's mother's biggest 
concern now is finding some source of 
income. She and the rest of Mortimer's 
family owned a business which 
specialized in developing pictures. 
They do not think that they will be 
able to start it again until Haiti has 
completely recovered.
"Who is going to want to use money 
to develop pictures?" Mortimer asked.
Mortimer's family is planning 
on relocating to the U.S. until Haiti 
recovers from the earthquake. Her 
mother is also working to get her 
uncle's U.S. visa renewed. It expired 
recently and he will not be able to 
leave Haiti without a new one. All of 
her younger cousins also left Haiti and 
are now in New York where they will 
be able to continue going to school.
"I feel very lucky [to be safe]," 
said Mortimer of being back in the 
United States.
Mingled with her feelings of 
gratitude for her safety are feelings of 
frustration at not being in Haiti to help 
with the recovery effort.
"If I go back it's because I want to 
help," she said. "I don't even know if I 
will be able to go back."
While Mortimer is unable to go back to 
help with the recovery effort she is doing 
what she can at Providence College. 
She is on the fundraising committee for 
Project Haiti and will be very involved 
with the organization all year.
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Health Risks for Hatians Increase in Aftermath
by Molly Driessen '12
World Staff
Haiti
Seventeen days after the 
earthquake in Haiti, more immediate 
concerns are taking precedence 
over safety and pulling people from 
rubble. The Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO) is warning 
that Haiti must now combat potential 
health risks, which are rising. PAHO's 
deputy director, Dr. Jon Andrus, told 
The Wall Street Journal that health 
risks are rising due to the increasing 
numbers of displaced residents living 
in overcrowded areas.
The Wall Street Journal reports that 
Port-au-Prince's soccer stadium is 
now home to roughly 1,000 residents, 
the majority of whom are orphaned 
teens and children. Many other 
"spontaneous tent-cities" have been 
set up throughout the capital. Food 
and resources are scarce in these 
makeshift cities. According to Dr. 
Andrus, more than 300,000 Haitians 
are living in 280 settlements.
Dr. Andrus worries that in crowded 
areas, diseases like Typhoid, diarrheal 
diseases, rabies, respiratory infections, 
and malnutrition will become more 
prevalent. These diseases spread more 
rapidly if there is no source of clean 
water, sanitation, or plans for the 
resettlement of thousands of Haitian 
orphans.
Haiti has already tried to combat 
disease before the earthquake. The 
recent devastaion has exacerbated the 
struggle. According to the PAHO's
REUTERS
Haitians are struggling with the need for assistance. Haiti’s president issued a plea for immediate aid, asking for 200,000 sturdy, family-size tents and 
1.5 million food rations according to The New York Times.
Website, "Haiti has the highest infant 
and maternal mortality, the worst 
malnutrition and the worst AIDS 
situation in the Americas." Three to six 
percent of children suffer from acute 
malnutrition, 15 percent of newborns 
have a low birth weight, 40 percent of 
Haitians have no access to basic health 
care, only half of Haitian children 
are vaccinated, and 76 percent of the 
medical personnel are not qualified. 
Therefore, in an already high health 
risk area, Haiti's health risks are likely 
to increase. Currently PAHO is running 
a warehouse for distributing medicine. 
Dr. Andrus told the The Wall Street 
Journal, "Progress is being made. Is it 
fast enough for us? Absolutely not, but 
despite enormous challenges, we are 
definitely encouraged by the progress." 
One way PAHO is hoping to diminish 
the threat of disease is to encourage 
countries sending volunteers who are 
fully vaccinated against disease so 
as not to put vulnerable Haitians at 
even greater risk. Similarly, the World 
Health Organization is pushing to 
initiate a mass vaccination campaign 
against measles and tetanus.
Both non-government and govern­
ment agencies will consequently 
be closely monitoring any potential 
symptoms that might lead to disease.
Obama Establishes Restrictions on Wall Street
by Tommy Cody '13
World Staff
United States
Facing heavy flak from critics 
who have dubbed his first term 
"disappointing," President Barack 
Obama is taking steps to reform Wall 
Street. In a statement on Thursday, 
Jan. 21, Obama let Wall Street know 
that he is not afraid to throw some 
punches. "If these folks want a fight, 
it's a fight I'm ready to have."
Obama plans to slap four big 
restrictions on U.S. banks to stop 
them from taking too many high- 
risk investments. The restrictions 
include limiting the overall size of 
banks, banning banks from buying 
and selling assets with their own 
money-a method known as property 
trading-banning banks from dealing 
in hedge funds-and banning all 
private equity trading-or buying and 
selling whole companies.
Obama's restrictions will have 
far-reaching repercussions that go 
beyond our borders. The big banks 
of the United Kingdom and Europe 
such as Credit Suisse, Deutsche Bank, 
BNP Paribas, Barclays, USB, HSBC, 
and the Royal Bank of Scotland all 
participate in the practices Obama 
plans on restricting.
Prices have already started to 
drop moderately across Europe 
in response to Obama's promise. 
Despite the market taking early hits, 
Obama's plan has garnered support
BBC
Deutsche Bank in Frankfurt, Germany.
from U.K. politicians. City Minister 
Lord Myners praised Obama's 
action, saying that it is "Very much 
in accordance with the direction we 
have been setting." Analysts say that 
the proposed changes would have 
a much greater impact on the U.S. 
market than on European banks. 
Simon Maughan, BBC co-head of 
equity research at MF Global, thinks 
that although property transactions 
cover a wide range of trading, it 
could realistically be targeted by 
regulation accounts for just one to 
two percent of most European banks 
overall revenues.
He also disputes European banks 
have been winding down their 
private equity and trading less in 
hedge funds. Maughan also states 
that, "Such reforms would be a lot 
less ugly for European banks than for 
the likes of [U.S. banks] JP Morgan 
and Bank of America."
Now, the big question is whether 
or not similar rules will be enacted in 
Europe. Despite support from French 
Finance Minister Christine Lagarde, 
who, according to BBC, called the 
proposals, "a very, very good step 
forward," it still remains uncertain 
whether Europe will follow suit and 
pass similar restrictions.
Maughan does not think that 
Europe will pass anything because 
they are not under the same political 
pressure as the U.S.
Analysts say that if the U.S. and 
U.K. pass Obama's restrictions, 
Europe will gain an, enormous 
competitive advantage. If banks in 
the U.S. and U.K. are broken up, they 
could become bait for European rivals. 
Maughan worries that if European 
banks do not cooperate, "European 
banks will simply gobble them [U.S. 
and other foreign banks] up."
Despite concerns about foreign 
support, the Obama administration 
remains optimistic that their 
proposals will help the current 
problems on Wall Street.
World
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Terror Level Increases to "Severe" in the United Kingdom
by Arman Oganisian '13
World Staff
United Kingdom
On Saturday, Jan. 23, the United 
Kingdom raised its terror level from 
"substantial" to "severe," according to 
BBC. The "substantial" level indicates 
that "attack is a strong possibility." 
"Severe" indicates that "attack is 
highly likely." Although the level was 
raised, reports BBC, Home Secretary 
Alan Johnson stressed that this does 
not indicate an imminent attack. The 
increased level is simply meant to 
increase public awareness.
"We still face a real and serious 
threat to the U.K. from international 
terrorism," says Johnson.
The last time the U.K. threat level 
was at "severe" was from July 4, 
2007, to July 20, 2009. It was lowered 
from "critical" in 2007, according to 
BBC, because of further investigation 
by the Joint Terrorism Assessment 
Centre (JTAC) into attempted London 
bombings which caused the increase 
to "critical" in the first place. On July 
20, 2009, the level was lowered again 
to "substantial." It is not yet known 
why the level has been brought 
back up to "severe." As reported by 
BBC, Alan Johnson has stated that 
certain intelligence, both foreign and 
domestic, has caused the increase.
"We never say what the intelligence 
is and it would be pretty daft of us to 
do that," says Johnson.
Lord Carlile, an independent 
reviewer of the government's terrorism 
legislation, is in favor of the increase. 
"The government has quite rightly 
decided that if you don't tell the public 
to be vigilant, they're not going to be 
vigilant," says Carlile. "The message 
from the current change of assessment 
is not that we should be more afraid, 
but that we should be a little bit more 
vigilant than we have been."
By vigilance, according to BBC, 
Carlile means that the public should 
continue to report any suspicious 
behavior or events they encounter.
On the other hand, others have 
criticized the increase or, rather, the 
method involved. Some criticized the 
government's decision to not reveal 
the intelligence upon which the 
decision was based. Patrick Mercer, 
the chairman of the home affairs sub­
committee on counter-terrorism, stated 
that key targets such as the energy 
and transport industries should 
individually be told intelligence 
details which would be beneficial to 
combating this threat, reports BBC. 
The increase to "severe" would have 
been different "if only the public 
knew what it meant. At the moment 
it is merely vacuous," says Mercer. 
Colin Craig, from Stratford, U.K. 
commented on a related BBC article 
saying that he found it "interesting 
how this government has always 
increased the threat level as we 
approach events like general elections 
or votes on going to war."
Although Alan Johnson denies 
it, some believe that the Christmas 
airplane bombing influenced this 
heightened level. Frank Gardner, a 
BBC security correspondent, wrote 
that "four factors have prompted this 
[increase in threat level]: capability 
of terrorists looking to attack this
GETTY IMAGES
Home Secretary Alan Johnson says the changes in the recent terror level were not specifically 
linked to the failed Detriot plane bombings on Christmas Day or any other incident, according to 
The Guardian. He said there was no intelligence to suggest an attack was imminent.
country; their intent; the timing and 
the intelligence."
"It is not directly related but 
it's following the alleged attempt 
to bring down an airliner on 
Christmas Day in Detroit coupled 
with a lot of the intercepted signals 
coming out of al-Qaeda operatives 
in Yemen," says Gardner.
Although there is no direct link, 
Prime Minister Gordon Brown has 
announced that all flight to and from 
Yemen shall be suspended "over fears 
about safety," reports BBC.
The cause of the increase set aside, 
the increase in threat level to "severe" 
raises awareness among the public to 
keep their eyes open, and one shouldn't 
forget that the millions of pairs of eyes 
of the public are an extremely useful 
weapon in the fight against terrorism" 
says Mike Granatt, a former head of 
the Civil Contingencies Secretariat in 
the U.K. Cabinet Office.
Al Qaeda Carefully Making Yemen a Terror Hub
by Kevin Cassidy '11
World Staff
Yemen
The United States government is 
facing a difficult challenge with al 
Qaeda establishing  a terror hub in 
the country of Yemen. The al Qaeda 
group has carefully cultivated ties to 
the local population and has a largely 
homegrown movement in the Arabian 
Peninsula. The U.S. government will 
have a complicated time dislodging 
the group in Yemen. The group's main 
focus is to study the mistakes taught 
by Iraq and Saudi Arabia to develop 
a strong group of followers for al Qa­
eda according to The Wall Street Journal 
published on Jan. 22.
Al Qaeda has worked hard to es­
tablish itself in the country's fabric by 
becoming close friends with the local 
tribes. Gregory Johnsen, a Yemen ex­
pert at Princeton University, said the 
group has "done a good job of looking 
at the mistakes that other versions of 
al Qaeda have made elsewhere." U.S. 
officials have linked al Qaeda members 
in Yemen to two attacks against the 
United States.
The most recent was the attempted 
bombing on Christmas Day by Ni­
gerian Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab 
aboard an airliner headed for Detroit. 
Abdulmutallab told officials he re­
ceived training from al Qaeda opera­
tives in the Arab country. The other 
attack was a year ago on the Ft. Hood 
Army base located in Texas. One of the 
high ranking al Qaeda leaders pub­
licized moving his family to Yemen, 
while another member married into 
a local tribe. According to former al 
Qaeda members, tribesmen, and lo­
cal residents, the group is providing 
financial and social assistance in some 
of the country's poorest regions. They 
are recruiting new operatives by any 
means possible.
The nephew of Yemen president, 
Ahmad Al Majeedi, has said "The 
tribes in Yemen are practical. They 
know there will be a heavy price to pay 
for harboring al Qaeda, and more and 
more, the tribes won't be willing to pay 
the price."
The U.S. government is trying to 
formulate a strategy for helping the 
Yemen government to disband the 
group. The Yemen government is try­
ing to capture Anwar Awlaki, who 
has been linked to the two attacks on 
the United States. The government is 
willing to use its military to negotiate 
with the dangerous group harboring 
Awlaki. The Yemen government is also 
using the support of their 100 anti-ter­
rorism fighters.
Osama bin Laden's father was bom 
in Yemen and bin Laden recruited 
heavily in Yemen and Saudi Arabia 
during the 1980s, during his campaign 
against the Soviet occupation in Af­
ghanistan. Al Qaeda in Yemen has also 
been linked to the bombing of the USS 
Cole in Aden in Nov. 2000.
Mohammed Ghazwan, a former 
state security officer, said, "unlike ev­
erywhere else al Qaeda has been ac­
tive, here there is no al Qaeda violence 
against the society itself." Despite this
THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
An antiterror unit has been training earlier this month on the outskirts of San’a, Yemen’s captial, in 
order to be prepared when combating al Qaeda forces.
claim, al Qaeda is known for torturing 
and executing men who refuse to fight 
with them. They killed tribal leaders 
working with the U.S. government.
U.S. intelligence believe many of 
the al Qaeda members currently in 
Yemen moved there after previously 
living in Iraq and Saudi Arabia. The 
U.S. military has seen some al Qaeda 
officials flee to Yemen while fighting 
in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Ayman 
Al Zawahiri, bin Laden's No. 2, made 
a public statement asking the tribes 
of Yemen to harbor al Qaeda opera­
tives within its borders. Some al Qa­
eda members claim they are helping 
the people of Yemen by digging wells 
for the community, paying for medi­
cal treatments for locals, and is even 
financing monthly allowances to poor 
widows in the community.
The central government does not 
have the means to fund all of these 
projects and al Qaeda sees this as a 
perfect opportunity to recruit mem­
bers and become embedded in the fab­
ric of Yemen.
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Cyber-attacks on Google Trouble President Obama
by Mackenzie Mango '10
World Staff
China
According to BBC, "President 
Barack Obama continues to be troubled 
by alleged cyber-attacks originating 
in China on the Internet search giant 
Google."
A White House spokesman 
reportedly stated that Obama wants 
answers and also believes that those 
responsible for the cyber-attacks 
should "face consequences." Obama 
promised last year to begin a more 
conciliatory era in United States-China 
relations, therefore pushing human 
rights issues to the background. Yet 
the new criticism of China's Internet 
censorship and rising tensions suggest 
that animus could flare in the months 
ahead.
Google has stated that it will decide 
shortly whether to end operations in 
China. It currently holds about a third of 
the Chinese search market. According 
to BBC, the California-based company 
agreed to censor specific search results 
when it launched google.cn in 2006. 
This includes the 1989 Tiananmen 
Square protests, as required by the 
Chinese government. Until now, the 
Chinese government had been trying 
to frame the dispute with Google as a 
commercial matter.
Google says it is currently looking at 
operating an unfiltered search engine 
within the law in the country, though
AP
China and the United States debate politically over Internet censorship. Google announced last 
week that it might shut down its Chinese-language search engine, Google.cn.
no changes to filtering have yet been 
made. China has more Internet users 
than any other country and provides a 
lucrative search engine market worth 
an estimated $1 billion.
Officials reportedly want to 
avoid having the dispute become a 
referendum on Internet censorship 
policies among Chinese liberals and 
foreign companies operating in China. 
According to The New York Times, Vice 
foregin minister, He Yafei, said the 
Google dispute should not be "over­
interpreted" or linked to the bilateral 
relationship with the United States. 
According to The New York Times, 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
criticized China's Internet restrictions, 
stating that they were harming 
relations and that any country which 
restricted free access to information 
risked "walling themselves off from the 
progress of the next century." Clinton 
also called on the Chinese authorities 
to investigate Google's complaint 
that hackers in China attempted to 
infiltrate its software coding and also 
the e-mail accounts of human rights 
activists. "Countries or individuals 
that engage in cyber-attacks should 
face consequences and international 
condemnation," Clinton added.
Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman Ma Zhaoxu responded by 
stating that the U.S. should respect the 
facts of the matter and stop making 
accusations. "The U.S. has criticized 
China's policies to administer the 
internet, and insinuated that China 
restricts internet freedom."
According to The New York Times, 
Chinese officials have repeatedly 
said that Google and other foreign 
Internet companies are "welcome 
to operate within China as long as 
they obeyed the country's laws and 
traditions." Articles on the Chinese- 
language site of The Global Times 
asserted that the U.S. employs the 
Internet as a weapon to achieve 
worldwide hegemony. The question 
which remains is whether ordinary 
Chinese citizens will accept China's 
arguments justifying Internet 
censorship.
Friar Finance
By Michael Lepri '10 World Staff
A Look Back on Bernanke's Term as Fed Chairman
Federal Reserve Chairman Ben 
Bernanke's term will expire on Jan. 
31, 2010. There have been mixed 
reviews on how the Fed has handled 
the financial crisis, but leaders in 
Washington believe he will receive the 
votes necessary for another four-year 
term. Most people have heard of the 
Federal Reserve and Ben Bernanke, 
but what roles do they really play?
The Federal Reserve, known 
simply as the Fed, was established in 
1913 in order to deal with financial 
panics, particularly bank runs— 
where frightened individuals would 
all pull money from banks at the 
same time. The duties of the Fed have 
grown over the years. They are now 
responsible for conducting monetary 
policy, regulating banks, maintaining 
stability in the financial markets, and 
providing financial services. It is an 
interesting system because the Fed is 
neither owned by the government nor 
is it a private, profit-driven institution. 
It is only lightly controlled by the 
government, which appoints most 
employees and sets salaries.
The Federal Reserve System consists 
of five different parts. (1) The Board of 
Governors provides the leadership for 
the system and consists of the seven 
governors, including the chairman 
of the Federal Reserve System. The 
Board's most important responsibility 
is participating in the (2) Federal 
Open Market Committee, whose main 
responsibility is oversight of monetary 
policy. The seven governors have 
voting majority for the FOMC while 
the other five votes come from reserve 
bank governors.
The other reserve bank governors 
are from the (3) 12 other district banks 
from around the United States in
Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke and Democratic Senator Richard Durbin of Illinois before 
a meeting at the Capitol on Monday.
major cities like New York, Boston, San 
Francisco, and Dallas. The final two 
parts to the Federal Reserve System 
are the (4) member banks—which 
are stockholders of their own district 
Federal Reserve banks (required to 
hold funds in them) and (5) various 
committees or advisory councils.
Bernanke is an economic historian 
who has written extensively on the 
Great Depression and implemented his 
tactics to combat our current problems. 
He believes that the problems during 
the 1920s were related to the lack of 
available credit. Banks are likely to 
cut down on loans when the economy 
begins to sour, which hurts the 
economy even more. This creates a 
"vicious cycle" and can turn a mild 
recession into a depression.
The current economic malice was 
ignited by the housing boom and lax 
loaning practices. The Fed widened 
its services and gave short term loans 
to struggling financial institutions so 
that they would not go bankrupt. The 
Fed-supported institutions included 
Bear Stearns and AIG. According to the 
Fed, these firms were "too big to fail" 
and would have created a "domino 
effect" which could have significantly 
damaged the entire financial system.
Bernanke was in charge while 
these practices were implemented, so 
the upcoming vote by the Senate is 
directly tied to how the Fed responded 
to the crisis. The White House has 
been pushing for a confirmation 
for Bernanke. President Obama's 
advisor, David Axelrod, said on CNN, 
"Chairman Bernanke offered very 
strong and steady leadership during 
this crisis, without which we also may 
have slipped into the abyss." There is 
some bipartisan support for Bernanke, 
although some Republicans have 
different reasons for their vote. Sen. 
Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), Utah said on 
CNN, "In all honesty, there are some 
things I don't agree with that have been 
done, [but] I'd be terrified of having 
him replaced by this administration... 
I'm going to vote for him."
Many in the Senate credit the 
actions of the Fed for preventing a 
deeper recession, but with incredibly 
high unemployment, many are 
wondering about the ramifications 
of the Fed's actions. Besides being 
targeted by politicians and citizens 
who say "only Wall Street got bailed 
out," the Fed and Bernanke have to be 
concerned about the long term affects 
of their actions. The Fed printed and 
infused the economy with hundreds 
of billions of dollars in order to 
avoid a more severe downturn. They 
have also kept interest rates very 
low in order to spur borrowing, but 
according to Kansas City Federal 
Reserve Bank President Thomas 
Hoenig, "maintaining excessively 
low interest rates for a lengthy period 
runs the risk of creating new kinds of 
asset misallocations, more volatile and 
higher long-run inflation, and more 
unemployment—not today, perhaps, 
but in the medium and longer run." 
Currently, the actions of the Fed are 
making ends meet, but in the future 
the risks could be intolerable.
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Juiced Jerks, but Genuine?
Fake Tans and Hair Gel Aside, Why the Cast We Love to Hate is a Breath of Fresh Air
by Maryclaire Dugre '10
Commentary Editor
CULTURE
Last Thursday, viewers across the 
country tuned in to the season finale of 
the show that everyone's fist-pumping 
about. Two questions burned within 
us: What went down between Snooki 
and Mike in the hot tub, and what 
will become of Ronnie and Sammi's 
flourishing romance?
Documenting the frivolous existence 
of eight self-proclaimed guidos 
and guidettes, MTV's Jersey Shore is 
reality television's most ridiculous 
experiment yet. But after just nine 
episodes, America is enamored with 
an abdominal region known as "the 
Situation" and an Oompa Loompa 
with a Bump It. What is our shameless 
attraction to such garbage? Easy. Say 
what you will about the gang from 
Seaside Heights, but they've got 
something very few of us do—they're 
honest, confident, and completely 
comfortable in their own skin, however 
fakely tanned it is.
Despite the tanning beds, tank 
tops, and muscle anorexia, the cast 
of Jersey Shore are admirably true to 
themselves. In the pilot episode, DJ 
Pauly D admits—with gusto—that he 
spends 25 minutes on his hair every 
day. Vinny celebrates his "Mama's 
Boy" title, while Angelina discusses 
the merits of her curvy derriere. They 
censor nothing, love everything about 
themselves, and are damned well 
ready to do and get what they want 
in Jersey.
Of course, what they want is parties 
and sex, and what they love about 
themselves might make us cringe (i.e. 
Pauly D's "Cadillac" tat). It hardly 
matters. There's something attractive 
about self-assuredness. Jersey Shore 
strikes a chord with young, white, 
conservative, (Providence College-type) 
viewers because it's hard to imagine 
individuals who are so unabashedly 
honest. Most of us behave similarly on
the weekends—coquetry and cocktails 
go hand in hand—but we repress it by 
day under a New England propensity 
for modesty and "niceness." We tend
to play the Jekyll and Hyde card by
alternating between clean cut and wild 
child. More power to The Situation & 
Co., who wear wife beaters from a.m. to 
p.m. and never blush about what they 
did the night before.
But this "what you see is what you 
get" attitude has a greater significance: 
It makes for better, more genuine 
relationships within the shore house. 
Mike directly asks Sammi if she's 
attracted to him over a ham sandwich 
instead of just waiting until they're tipsy 
to make a move. When Snooki toys 
with leaving Seaside Heights, Sammi 
point blank tells her she didn't like her 
at first, but she'd like to see her stay, and
that she'll be there should little Snooks 
need a friend. The first part might have 
hurt, but it lent credibility to Sammi's 
compassion. Mike frequently refers to
the group as a family, and we know he
means it when JWOWW tells Snooki 
that the biddy in the club called them 
all fat, not
back-stabbing and much more fun to 
be found on Jersey Shore than on, say, 
The Real World, where whine bags and 
passive aggression reign supreme.
Jersey Shore has an appealing 
message: life is less complicated when 
you act naturally and don't over think 
it (no danger there for our boardwalk 
bunch). Maybe they have more L.A. 
Looks in their hair than hair, and 
perhaps they grind too graphically
on the dance floor and eat too many 
cold cuts. But in the end they are only 
themselves, which is more than many 
of us can say. So thanks, MTV, for a
reality show that's actually real—who
knows, it may bring out the latent 
Jersey spunk in all of us. 
Then we'd really have 
a situation on our 
hands.
MTV.COM
Haiti Putting American Woes In Perspective
by Andy Kowal '10
Commentary Staff
SOCIETY
If you have been paying attention 
to politics recently you probably 
know that if you want everybody in 
America to have health insurance, 
you are a pink-o, death-panel loving 
socialist. If you do not you are a red­
necked, uneducated, Glenn Beck­
loving villain. In this political age 
where even the smallest difference of 
opinion causes a wave of media blitz 
with talking heads trying to tear the 
faces off their rhetorical opponent, 
it is unlikely that there is anything 
that could bring about unity among 
Americans. That was, until the 
devastating earthquake hit Port-au- 
Prince, Haiti, and the surrounding 
area, killing approximately 200,000 
people according to the Haitian 
government.
What is happening now is a coming 
together, not only of Americans but 
of the entire world. Within minutes, 
a number of countries publicly 
announced their support for the 
Haitian people and sending rescue 
workers, medical supplies, tents, 
health professionals, food, water, 
and security forces. I am proud that 
America was one of those countries. 
It takes a disaster in which people 
are trapped for days underneath 
rubble, frantically searching for 
loved ones, tens of thousands of 
children are suddenly orphaned, 
and everyone is wondering where 
their next meal will come from to 
make us realize how petty some of 
our disagreements can be.
WHEN SOMEONE IS DROWNING YOU DON’T 
ASK HIM IF HE IS A DEMOCRAT OR A REPUBLICAN
I think these banks should not be giving 
millions of dollars in bonuses when so 
many are unemployed.
The only way businesses can thrive is if 
they have good management, and bonuses 
recruit top candidates.
I haven't seen my husband or my 
son in over a week, I'm starving and my 
country's government may be on the verge 
of collapse.
I in no way mean to denigrate 
the plight of those affected by this 
economy; I know there are people 
suffering in America. However, when 
you see the images on television of the 
pure devastation of Haiti, a country 
already so far behind the rest of the 
Caribbean, it breaks your heart. It is in 
these moments that we remember that 
we are all humans and that we cannot 
sit by and watch the suffering of fellow 
human beings. (That is not to say that 
all people have reacted this way. Pat 
Robertson and Rush Limbaugh could 
win awards for being insensitive and 
ignorant.) But virtually every sane 
person has decided to stand behind 
the Haitian people.
Last Friday, before hitting up 
Louie's, Old's, or McPhail's you may 
have caught the Hope for Haiti Now 
telethon carried on every major 
network, including a number of 
cable stations. Over 100 beautiful and 
famous people hosted, performed, and 
answered phones to raise awareness 
and money for the people of Haiti, 
raising $58 million to date! That is an 
astounding number that hopefully will 
be put to good use.
President Obama remarked on the 
situation, saying, "Haitians are our 
neighbors in the Americas, and for 
Americans they are family and friends. 
It's characteristic of the American 
people to help others in time of such 
severe need. That's the spirit that 
we will need to sustain this effort as 
it goes forward." This "neighborly" 
attitude inspired him to place two 
people who exemplify opposite world 
viewstogether to be the faces and 
organizers of the American fundraising 
effort: former presidents Bill Clinton 
and George W. Bush. I don't think 
these guys like sharing the same title 
of "president," never mind spending 
time with each other. But they have 
put politics aside because that is what 
needs to be done. When people are 
suffering we help. When someone is 
drowning you don't ask him if he is a 
Democrat or a Republican. You don't 
ask if he is wealthy or poor. You dive 
in and save him. It is encouraging that 
even today, when no matter what you 
believe half the country thinks you 
are an idiot, we still have realized that 
compassion and humanity are things 
that bind us to one another. If you're 
in need it does not matter whether you 
live in this country, in one 90 miles 
away, or one 9,000 miles away. We are 
still coming to help you.
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Dropping the Bomb on 
Teen Moms
by Viviana Garcia T2
Commentary Staff
SOCIETY
I have to admit, with so much work in the 
evenings, it’s difficult to find time to plop 
down in front of TV, but even I have been 
subject to a few head-turning experiences 
in the past few months. The most striking 
has been the surge of TV shows touching 
on the topic of teen pregnancy. There was 
a recent movie on Lifetime based on the 
2009 scandal at Gloucester High School in 
Massachusetts when it was discovered that 
17 girls made a “pregnancy pact.”
Some of you might also recall the 
Today Show interview with Tyra Banks 
conducted by Matt Lauer in 2008, where 
stats of an online survey revealed the 
following findings: on average, girls are 
losing their virginity at the age of 15, one 
in three fears having a sexually transmitted 
disease, 24 percent of teens say that they 
continue engaging in sexual behavior 
even after having contracted STDs, and 
most shocking (as if the former haven’t 
been sufficiently startling), one in five 
girls claims to desire being a teen mom. 
What is going on? Has our society finally 
reached the point where teen girls can find 
themselves pregnant and 
know that it will no longer be 
frowned upon? I’m sure we 
can thank the ever-relentless 
fight against repression 
and intolerance by Planned 
Parenthood, continually 
urging women of all ages to 
liberate themselves from the 
bondage of traditional values 
by accepting any consensual 
sexual encounter.
It seems, thanks to shows 
like MTV’s Teen Mom, that 
through society’s attempt 
to not pass judgment on 
the sex lives of teens, it 
has managed to reverse 
the once closely guarded 
principle that pregnancy out 
of marriage is unacceptable. 
Now, not only is it assumed 
that guys and girls are 
going to have sex, given the 
message being conveyed when schools 
hand them condoms and teach them “safe 
sex” practices, but now, it’s also assumed 
that they just might be pregnant by the age 
of 16. In a way, it’s like handing a teenager 
a six pack and telling them that as long 
as it’s consumed at home, it’s allowed, 
only to later find out that they’re raging 
alcoholics a couple months later. Not a 
surprising outcome when the process was 
so conveniently facilitated. Even though 
shows like the ones mentioned above show 
the hardships young mothers undergo, you 
would be hard-pressed not to find multiple 
instances where the scene depicted would 
lead you to believe that pregnancy at 16 is 
almost a right of passage.
GOT A VOICE?
JOIN THE COMMENTARY STAFF 
AND LET IT BE HEARD!
Pick up an application in Slavin G05 today!
Society has been lowering standards for 
decades now by supplying contraception, 
offering abortion and the morning after-pill 
as options that are being treated like any 
other method of pregnancy prevention, and 
justifying these actions with claims that, no 
matter what, teenagers should be fully in 
control of their sex lives.
Pregnancy is not something that young 
teens should ever be concerned with, no 
matter how ready, capable, self-reliant, 
motivated, and full of support they find 
themselves to be. There is a time and a 
place for everything and when done in the 
right context all things work out. Pregnancy 
at a young age is asking to engage in an 
experience beyond one’s years and in most 
cases, it prevents all the proper elements 
from being fully present: a father, available 
income, a stable home, the support of the 
grandparents, and a secure environment in 
which to raise the baby.
The portrayal of young mothers in the 
media suggests that these women don’t 
regret their decision to have sex because 
now they have a baby who will always 
love them. They might be left to raise the 
child without the father, face shame and 
humiliation in school, rely on the aid of 
their parents or accept the possibility of not 
being able to finish school, but their babies 
will always be there.
It seems to me that these girls simply 
crave the attention 
that they are not 
receiving in other 
areas of their lives. 
They feel that by 
carrying a child for 
nine months and 
raising it on their 
own, they will never 
have to look for 
another to supply the 
care and affection 
that they need. At 
any age, given the 
wrong context, 
a baby is not the 
answer. Women need 
to focus instead on 
finding fulfillment 
and elevating 
confidence, 
cannot convey 
self-assurance
their 
You 
such 
to 
your child if you don’t 
possess it yourself.
Society has found a way to inadvertently 
condone teenage pregnancy (especially 
since you always have “options,” right?). 
We have to start making sure that girls 
know the true consequences of having sex 
and bringing a human being into the world. 
For those who are subject to a pregnancy 
at a young age, help and support should 
always be provided, but the message 
should be sent to women everywhere that 
life is precious and too short; everything 
happens in good time, patience is a virtue, 
and if you take your goals and ambitions 
seriously, prioritize, and strive for a healthy 
and stable lifestyle, you will end up with 
no regrets and years of happiness.
Senator Brown Throws A 
Wrench In Democratic Effort
by Joe Sirianni TO
Commentary Staff
SOCIETY
The election of Scott Brown as 
Massachusetts' next United States 
Senator is the beginning of the end 
for the obsessive fascination tied to 
President Barack Obama's rise to 
office. Unless he makes some swift 
moves to regain both popularity and 
political traction, Obama's presidential 
significance will rest somewhere close to 
Millard Fillmore's. History remembers 
accomplishments, not broken promises, 
but President Obama has not yet 
accomplished anything and it is 
beginning to take its toll. Democratic 
Senator Evan Bayh of Indiana said this 
of the major election upset: "If you lose 
Massachusetts and that's not a wake­
up call, there's no hope of waking up.''
OBAMA HAS BECOME A GOSH DARN GREEK
TRAGEDY...ARROGANCE WILL BRING HIS DOWNFALL
Last week, President Obama claimed 
during an interview with ABC News 
that what swept Scott Brown into office 
was the same thing that swept him 
into the White House just a year ago. 
He is exactly right. Americans just a 
year later have voted for change, yet 
the irony lies in the fact that Americans 
now want change from Obama! First 
we witnessed embarrassing democratic 
losses during the gubernatorial races in 
Virginia and New Jersey, then another 
Republican win in what is notoriously 
the most liberal state in the country. The 
president has set himself up for more 
humiliation come November when the 
entire Senate and half of the House of 
Representatives are up for reelection.
Obama has become a gosh darn 
Greek tragedy in that his extreme 
arrogance will inevitably bring upon 
his downfall. Chief of Staff Rahm 
Emanuel blamed the Brown victory 
in Massachusetts on the failure of 
Democratic candidate Martha Coakley 
to run an effective campaign. No one 
in the White House has admitted 
that perhaps the Republican win was 
in response to the failed policies in 
Washington. A Gallup poll taken 
early this week stated that 55 percent 
of Americans want Democrats to start 
from scratch on the Health care bill. 
Only 39 percent believe Congress 
should keep working on the current 
bill. Nevertheless, the president is 
committed to pushing Obamacare 
through without any bipartisan effort.
Why isn't the president listening to 
the American people? Doesn't he know 
that you can't win elections by telling 
the majority of the people they are 
wrong on the issues? You see, President 
Obama believes he knows better than 
you. He doesn't feel the opinion of the 
American people matters, and instead 
he is simply going to do whatever he 
sees fit. The fact that Scott Brown won 
the Senate seat previously held by the 
late Ted Kennedy, whose "dream" 
was a system of universal health care, 
is nothing short of astonishing. A 
Rasmussen exit poll conducted the day 
of the election found that 78 percent of 
Massachusetts voters said health care 
was the issue they considered most 
when voting. A similar exit poll found 
that Independents, which make up 
over half of the registered voters in the 
Bay State, came out voting for Brown 
three to one!
Mr. President, what are you doing? 
Americans do not want this health care 
bill, because they recognize that you 
cannot spend a ridiculous amount of 
money that we don't have at a time 
when the economy is just getting back 
on its feet. If the president does not 
compromise soon and dim down his 
ambitions, the nine-month effort to 
revamp the health care system will 
collapse altogether.
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Studio Insider: A Behind-The-
Scenes Take on Good Tunes
by Ben Perry '10
Commentary Staff
Personal Reflection
So you're driving in your car and 
you turn on the radio (do people still 
use radios?) and you hear a brand new 
song. It's pretty catchy, so you look the 
artist up and buy the CD, or maybe 
purchase the single on iTunes. You 
listen to it on repeat, bum it on mix 
CDs, share it with your friends...but 
have you ever wondered what goes into 
making that great sounding single that 
you love so much?
Anyone who has heard a live 
recording of a band can tell the 
difference between that and a studio 
album, and of course your friend's band 
recording in his garage doesn't have the 
clarity of a studio recording. A lot of the 
difference is the equipment. Obviously a 
band of college kids doesn't necessarily 
have hundreds of thousands of dollars' 
worth of equipment at its disposal, but 
studio recordings aren't better simply 
because they have better microphones 
and processors. In order to get that 
perfect quality single you have to put in 
a lot more than just money; you have to 
put in an inordinate amount of work.
I've been in a number of different
that is performed by a human being. 
Little tiny inconsistencies and small 
frailties and errors detract from the 
overall sound of the track. Sometimes 
it might take an entire hour just to 
nail one small phrase of a song, but 
the important thing is that in the end 
it is absolutely perfect. It's slow going, 
but eventually each separate part of 
the song comes together and it starts 
to sound more and more like that hit 
single you heard on the radio.
But even once the tracks are all 
laid down, there is a lot more work to 
do. The mixing process is integral to 
the entire process because a different 
mixing job with the same raw tracks 
can produce two entirely different 
sounding songs stylistically. All sorts 
of volume level changes, compression, 
panning, and some effects such as 
reverb all make a huge difference in the 
sound. A good mix can take solid raw 
tracks and turn them into a polished 
and streamlined finished product that 
is ready for the final, often overlooked 
step: mastering.
The reason no one really thinks 
about mastering is that many people 
have absolutely no idea what it is. So 
you've recorded all the instruments 
and parts and made them sound 
good together. What else could there 
possibly be to do? Well, mastering is 
a process that takes the finished mix,
bands, and each one has had varying 
degrees of success, but one thing I've 
never really done before recently is 
decide to create a fulllength studio 
album to rival those corporate heavy­
hitters you might hear on the radio. I've 
tracked a fulllength album performing 
all the tracks live, which is not nearly 
as time-consuming as recording each 
individual instrument separately. 
Though saving time is definitely a 
bonus for bands on a tight budget, the 
fact of the matter is that in order to get 
that finely honed sound you hear in 
professional recordings, it's important 
that time isn't a concern. You need to 
be prepared to take all the time that is 
necessary in order to make the song 
sound as good as it possibly can.
Working on this album, I've realized 
for the first time the insane amount of 
effort it takes to make something perfect
which is something like newly built 
wood furniture, and adds that last little 
bit of varnish to the otherwise stable 
but unfinished creation. It is this vital 
step that distinguishes the songs you 
hear on the radio or your favorite CDs 
from the average everyday band. The 
volume is just a little louder, the EQ 
is just a little more precise, and the 
dry mix is altered just a little until it 
becomes a sonic masterpiece.
A lot goes into making a good 
sounding studio album. There's a 
reason bands get paid to do what they 
do: It's hard work, despite whatever 
fun they might get out of it. Next time 
you listen to that song you've always 
loved so much, take a second to look 
beyond the catchy beat and lyrics and 
just think about how that song must 
have been put together. Maybe you'll 
respect it even more.
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Tangents Tirades
The Infamous Jim. There is a mysterious physical trainer on campus that 
I've heard so much about but have never seen. Hasn't anyone else heard of 
this guy? He supposedly makes people stronger and gets them in good shape 
but that's about all I know about this covert fitness guru. People go to him 
and miraculously get in better shape. I know a few guys who go to him daily
and stronger! Is this guy 
tell me you guys haven't 
heard this before. "Are you 
going to Jim tonight? I 
went to Jim for about an 
hour in between classes." 
I've even heard some 
people whose New Years' 
resolutions are to go to Jim 
more often! I don't know who 
you are, Jim, but your fitness knowledge has made 
you a popular man on this campus. —Chris Slavin '12
and they keep getting stronger
School: A Love/Hate Relationship. Over my Christmas break, I couldn't help 
but want to get back to school. Realizing that the maturity level of friendships 
from high school don't necessarily advance as our individual maturity levels 
do, it was hard to hang out with previous friends and not revert back to high 
school antics. Prank phone calls and smack-talk floated around the room, and 
I couldn't help but feel as if I had in fact traveled back in time to a place that I 
had emotionally left so long ago. It wasn't as if I didn't like my friends from back 
home anymore, but if you aren't constantly in contact with them, it proves hard 
to keep a relationship in progress, even if both parties are separately gaining 
more experience and developing themselves as time goes on. So after wanting to 
get back to school, I realized now why we had a break in the first place. Quizzes, 
papers, and presentations within the first two weeks of a new semester truly 
allow one to appreciate the break that we did have. It would be great to be at 
school for a week with everyone here, without school-work. Wouldn't that be 
something else? —Jeff Gahan '11
Stomping Secularism. A common formulation found in the medieval lives 
of saints is the claim that the holy man or woman "trampled the saecula," the 
'spirit of the age' from which we get our word 'secular.' The Church's own spirit 
is ordered toward the transcendence of God and of His laws, and has always 
contained this propensity to crush the contemporary mores into the new wine of 
the Gospel. This spirit was emphatically on display last week, when 53 members 
of the Providence College community joined more than 8,000 other people in 
Washington, D.C., for a pre-March for Life Mass concelebrated by five cardinals, 
40 bishops and archbishops, and 350 priests, who were joined in the procession 
by 65 deacons and 550 seminarians. The vast assemblage served as a powerful 
testament that the Church will always stand opposed to abortion, euthanasia, 
contraception, divorce, and all other things which threaten a culture of life. 
The Mammon-induced waffling on these issues found in other traditions — 
see, for example, the Anglican Communion's embarrassing reversal regarding 
contraception between the Lambeth Conferences of 1920 and 1930—has left 
Rome all but untouched. As the next day's March confirmed, the body of Christ 
has an impressive array of feet. —Jeremiah Begley '10
Facebook Frenzy. Sixteen new notifications just popped up on my wall! I must 
check them now. Must constantly know what people are saying about me. 
Another one! Can't start Civ reading, must check all notifications. Someone just 
commented on my cousin's boyfriend's little sister's photo...the same one that I 
commented on 12 minutes ago. It's not about me but I can't help it. I still care. 
Must be cool and write a witty response. Another notification! Alex wants me to 
make a Farmville. I hate you Alex and all other useless notifications. Notification! 
Someone has posted something on my wall! Is it funny? Is it something hilarious 
that I have done? Does it say how awesome I am so that everyone on here can 
see how clever I am?! I "like" it.. .notification sent to fellow Facebook user. 
Oh no! Must do Civ reading, class is in 20 minutes! 
Can't, someone just commented on my default. What 
is this, another red comment flag with a white "1?" So 
intriguing! Civ reading is on ANGEL, must navigate 
away from Facebook—brain explodes. Thank you Mark 
Zuckerberg for both traumatizing and hypnotizing the 
American youth and turning us all into depraved robots.
Terrorist threat level upgraded to "orange."
—Jenn DiPirro '12
BLOC.APPBOY.COM
A Good Man is Hard to Find. While most of America's well-educated women 
are happy with the benefits conferred by the feminist movement, many are 
discovering that equality in the workplace is accompanied by certain social 
drawbacks. Indeed, The Wall Street Journal recently reports, "There's been a 145 
percent rise in unmarried births among college-educated women since 1980, more 
than twice the increase in such births among women without college educations." 
In other words, more college-educated women are turning, often only when 
their search for a mate has failed, to sperm donors and adoption as means for 
starting families. As Rachael Downtain, a 35-year-old telecommunications 
project manager, told the Journal, "Going the sperm-bank method is definitely 
not my first choice, but I am not willing to give up my dream of having a child 
just because I can't find Mr. Right." From such testimonials, we learn that while 
our nation's brightest women desire to have families, they encounter difficulty 
when it comes to finding mates. Although the reasons for this are disputed, we 
might discern that it is misleading for feminists to equate a woman's happiness 
with financial and professional prowess. In most cases, well-educated women 
desire the family life that is natural to both men and women alike. Thus, while 
feminists have attained the real-world success they have so long desired, they do 
not appear totally happy with it. —Mark Scirocco TO
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Times of Our Lives: Why Does 
Every Moment Have A Label?
Guest Commentary 
by Talia Pinzari '10
I recently read an article on the 
absurdity of the term "real time." 
We use it in reference to our culture's 
desire for instant gratification—Twitter 
updates, live broadcasts, instant 
messaging—you name it. Time, though 
certainly a "real" thing (nonetheless 
intangible), is defined by our limiting 
dock systemsand terminology. Let us 
not forget, however, that it's apparently 
mutable—at least by what we call 
it during daylight savings with the 
addition or subtraction of "hours."
" WE TRY TO LASSO TIME AS AN ATTEMPT TO GROUND 
OURSELVES WITH THE REST OF OUR EARTHLY SIBLINGS. "
We try to lasso time as an attempt 
to ground ourselves with the rest 
of our earthly siblings. We're all on 
the same timeline: Life. Certainly, it 
may start or end at different points 
on the grander timeline of Cosmic 
Existence—punctuated by various 
activities, milestones, victories, and 
tragedies. Despite when they take 
place, however, these occurrences 
are in essence the same, a fact that 
materializes in our usage of more 
general timepiece terminology 
and that highlights two things: the 
congruency of the human experience 
and the true beauty of the moment. 
Allow me to refer to these terms in the 
scope of our collegiate lifestyle:
Wintertime is currently upon us, 
and as follows, Christmastime was 
recently here as well. PC kids can't 
wait for the Springtime (always a good 
time), and of course, Summertime 
brings vacation time and lots of fun 
times outside of School Time. May 
I ask what happened to the fall? I've 
never heard of Fall Time or Autumn 
Time. Those just sound awkward.
There is an ebb and flow to the 
balance of time, much like the verses 
we've all heard in Ecclesiastes (A time 
to be bom, and a time to die...). "Time 
Out," once the bane of our childhood 
existence, has been replaced with 
Homework Time, Crunch Time, and 
Exam Time, necessary evils that lead to 
much-needed Nap Time, Down Time, 
Break Time, and Food Time (which 
can also lead to Gym Time based 
on consumption choice). The fruits 
of these instances allow us to fully 
embrace the more popular Movie Time, 
Face Time, Party Time, Bar Time, Miller 
Time, and/or Happy Hour, all of which 
have substituted the simple pleasures 
of our youthful Snack Time. Game 
Time can refer to the latest sporting 
rivalry, standing ground against your 
pong table opponent, or the stoic act of 
getting your game face on to navigate 
tire weekend jungle of the opposite sex. 
Hammertime (or Hammahhhh Time!) 
is one of the most ambiguous weekend 
terms that can fly for an absurdly large 
range of activities.
In reality these are the significant 
"times of our lives" (innumerable song 
lyrics and soap opera titles, anyone?). 
It doesn't matter if they take place at 
different hours—we've all been there, 
and we always circle back around to 
them again. Their meaning is the same 
to all of us and the accumulation of 
these episodes (especially in our place 
here at PC) truly are "the good times" 
which we will fondly look back on.
Maybe recently (or who are we 
kidding—since birth) your parents have 
been overly generous about informing 
you of the time (especially you, seniors). 
I know I've heard all of the following (at 
one time or another):
"It's time to get your priorities 
straight."
"It's high time you [insert subtle 
insult here]."
"Maybe it's time you think about 
that [that, as in a character flaw or 
approaching responsibility]."
Or some variation of "It's time to 
wake up!/grow up! shape up!"
Why is it that they seem to think 
that they were gifted with such an 
innate sense of time? Most of the time 
I think their clock is broken. Right now, 
even my own clock isn't giving me an 
accurate reading. I've got 10:14 a.m., 
but those digits sure aren't telling me 
where the heck the next milestone on 
my personal timeline is going to fall, 
especially post-graduation. It may not 
be time to relax on my future planning 
and resume-sending, but maybe it's 
time to praise myself with how much 
I have to offer. Maybe it's also time to 
stop lamenting the hours as they slip 
away, but enjoy each second that I have 
left. It's been great so far, and I expect 
nothing less from the future—no matter 
what time it is. The only thing I know 
for sure is that it's about time I end this 
article.
FAITH
MATTERS
As I write, I’m watching many of our 
students storm the floor at the Dunk to 
celebrate the basketball team’s victory 
over UConn. A convincing win over a 
ranked opponent is just what Friartown 
needed to boost its spirits, and it’s great 
to see the Friar faithful respond with such 
enthusiasm.
But as wonderful as this display 
of school spirit is, far better was what 
happened here on campus in the wake of 
the tragic earthquake that devastated the 
nation of Haiti. Returning to campus after 
the winter break, hundreds upon hundreds 
of students banded together to offer 
prayers, to raise money, and to increase 
awareness of the horrible state of affairs 
afflicting the Haitian people. There were so 
many members of the Providence College 
community shoehorned into Moore I for 
last week’s informational meeting that I 
thought the lecture hall was going to burst. 
This deep desire to come to the assistance 
of those in need that is shared by so many 
of our students is one of the things that 
make PC great. I walked home from that 
meeting giving thanks to God for the gift 
of so many big-hearted students.
The past week has seen a number of 
events responding to the dire needs in 
Haiti. Campus Ministry and the Music 
Department collaborated on a Candlelight 
Prayer Vigil. Special collections were taken 
at Masses on campus, at Homecoming 
Weekend, and even at tonight’s basketball 
game. Lectures have been planned and 
more fundraising events are in the works. 
The college community—Dominicans, 
faculty, staff, and students—has been 
exceedingly generous in every way, and 
there’s no end in sight.
Yet in the midst of this college-wide 
response to those in need, there has 
been a little bit of confusion. It concerns 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS), the
Letters to the Editor
Sweet Words of Wisdom from a Neighborhood Friend
To the students at Providence 
College:
Recently I was on campus at 
midday and stopped at St. Dominic's 
Chapel. Mass was in progress and 
there were few people in attendance. 
You are missing a great opportunity 
to attend daily Mass. As I say to my 
Grandchildren, "Once a week is not 
really enough for a love relationship." 
And that is what Jesus wants to have 
with you.
It is so convenient! Probably more 
so than any other time in your life. 
The contact you make with Jesus 
at daily Mass is a treasure beyond 
price. I say that after long years of 
experience. Take advantage of this 
unfailing treasure "...in which Christ 
becomes our food, the memory of His
High Fives & Nose Dives
High Fives: Dean of Students Lands Job at Harvard. Although the P.C. family 
will soon be one less, congrats to Chris Fortunato on his upcoming Ivy League 
transition. We wish you well!
We're Back! Did you miss us? It's a new semester—heck, a new decade. Here's to 
starting off The Cowl's 75th year with a bang.
Nose Dive: Major Tuition Increase for Incoming Freshmen. It seems the class of 2014 
will be coughing up over 50 grand a year to get the PC experience. We hope 
they'll enjoy the loan experience as well.
—Maryclaire Dugre '10
by Fr. James Cuddy, O.P.
Contributing Writer 
charity designated for our financial 
support. A few words here might serve 
to clear up some misconceptions. First 
and foremost, the work of CRS does not 
benefit Catholics alone. They provide 
assistance to people based solely on need. 
The race, religion, and nationality of the 
victims of the earthquake are never taken 
into consideration. Furthermore, CRS 
does not offer spiritual instruction or make 
any attempt to proselytize the people they 
serve.
Catholic Relief Services is one of the 
most highly regarded charities in the 
world, earning top ratings from watchdog 
groups that monitor the efficiency and 
transparency of nonprofit organizations. Its 
work flows from the conviction that each 
person—created in the image of God—has 
fundamental rights. As MinistryWatch.com 
notes, “CRS believes that every person, 
community, and nation is a part one global 
community of people, and that this fact 
should have profound implications for our 
view of what charity requires and justice 
demands.”
For these reasons, CRS has been on 
the ground helping the poor and destitute 
of Haiti for many years. They have 
provided food and medicine, shelter and 
clothing to those in need and have done 
so by cooperating with local agencies, 
both Catholic and secular. So when the 
earthquake hit, CRS was able to spring 
into action for the victims in Haiti, doing 
the very same things that it had been doing 
for so long.
The situation in Haiti continues to 
deteriorate daily and the need for all forms 
of assistance is becoming more urgent. 
As our college community continues to 
pray and donate funds, we can be sure that 
Catholic Relief Services is an organization 
deserving of our generous support.
passion is celebrated, the soul is filled 
with grace, and the pledge of future 
glory is given to us."
Try it now; don't wait for a crisis. 
Make a New Year's resolution: go to 
daily Mass for at least two weeks. 
See the difference in yourself and in 
your life. There are many good works 
accomplished on this campus by 
PC students. Imagine if two or even 
three of every 10 students on campus 
attended daily Mass; you would 
change the world!
If you are still reading this, I thank 
you for your patience with this old 
Grandmother.
—Mary Jane Sweet
Roving Photography
January 28, 2010
You know you go to PC when...?
"You are best friends with priests!"
Conor Brown '11, Father Batts, Tim Frankie 'll, 
Kelli O'Donohue '11
"Half your grade is at Clubbies."
Nicole Roche '13, Allie Miga '13
"You sleep through Civ every day!"
Evan Siccio '13
"Every girl wears Northface and Uggs."
Matt Wilutis '11, Megan Daughan '12
"Someone gets transported from McPhails on 
Alumni Weekend."
Jess Pepin '10, Paige Connolly '10, Jen Chabot '10
"You get woken up at two in the morning by 
heels on Wednesday."
Peter Nguon '11, Maura Ladino '11, 
Justine Preble '11, Andrew Hayes '11
www.fancast.com
"You are only trashy when you 
drink too much."
-Snooki
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-Matt
-Ryan
-Matt
-Jorge
-Neil
Best Book:
Pride and Prejudice and Zombies 
By Jane Austen and Seth 
Grahme-Smith
-Jorge
-Alison
-Alison
-Neil
-Alison
Best Time Waster:
Farmville
I refuse to get one, but 
I can vouch for most of 
my (loser) friends.
2009: A year of high highs and low lows in the 
grand old industry of entertainment. From tragic 
losses of artistic notables (including the King of 
Pop himself), to outrageous scandal (two words: 
Balloon Boy), to a host of impressive cultural 
achievements, the year undeniably char 
face of pop culture as we 
know it.
Best Movie:
Inglourious Basterds
Even after waiting 10 years 
for Tarantino's masterpiece, 
he gave us more than we 
could've imagined. And 
we love him for rewriting 
history the way it should be.
Best Book:
OchoCinco: What 
Football and Life Have 
Thrown My Way 
The world according to 
Chad Ochocinco, how is 
that not entertaining?
Best TV Show:
The Office has continued to 
whip out hilarious one-liners, 
ridiculous plots, and cringe­
worthy Michael Scott moments 
all year. 2009 was definitely no 
disappointment to loyal fans of 
the show, which provided plenty 
of entertainment to new viewers.
-Claire
Best Celebrity Moment:
Celebrities Remember Michael 
Jackson
Say what you want about the 
man, but he revolutionized the 
music industry. There are greats, 
and there are those who come 
"once in a lifetime."
Okay, so maybe it wasn't the 
best book, but it definitely had 
the best cover.
-Neil
Best TV Show:
The Tonight Show with Conan 
O'Brien
Yes, this is a talk show, but that 
doesn't mean it didn't offer some 
of the best comedy on broadcast 
television. Oh, Conan. How we 
barely got to know you as the host 
of the most famous institution on 
television.
-Ryan
Best Movie:
Avatar 3-D
Despite a predictable plot, 
the cinematography really did 
blow all other movies away 
while still giving us some solid 
action scenes. It's what we've 
come to expect from James 
Cameron.
2O1C
Best Celebrity Moment: 
The Tiger Woods Scandal.
I don't know if this is the 
best celebrity moment, but 
it was certainly the most 
enjoyable for me to watch 
unfold. Those text mes­
sages are priceless.
Best Guilty Pleasure:
Seriously? Jersey Shore broke open 
the boundaries of acceptable ste­
reotyping with its caricature charac­
ters, creeping on ladies, hard tasty 
abs, and buckets of hair gel. I got so 
sucked into that stupid program I 
IMDBed it and found a question of 
philosophical proportions: "what is a 
Snooki? And is it human?" And I will 
answer with a resounding maybe.
-Mango
Best CD:
Backspacer by Pearl Jam 
Though Nahuel forbids all 
things Pearl Jam in The Cowl, 
his bad taste doesn't negate 
the fact that after all these 
years, the band can still rock 
out and sound as good as they 
did when they started.
Best CD:
Man on the Moon: The End of 
Day by Kid Cudi
This album came out Sept. 
15, and a day has not passed 
where I have not listened 
to at least one song by Kid 
Cudi... that says something 
right there.
-Nahuel
Worst Celebrity Moment:
The whole Kanye incident 
at the MTV VMAs. Was 
there ever a moment of 
such drunken celebrity idi­
ocy (put your hand down, 
Mel Gibson)?
_______
Best Movie:
(500) Days of Summer
A funny and heartbreaking look 
at the realities of a romantic 
relationship, with an amazing 
soundtrack and fantastic perfor­
mances from Joseph Gordon- 
Levitt and Zooey Deschanel, 
Summer was the best indie mov­
ie of the year.
Best Ti me Wa sters:
Providence Rhode Island Public 
Access TV
The show Crossed Paths with 
its 80-year-old host is amaz­
ing. At no point do any of the 
guests have any idea where 
they are or why this man has 
a show.
-Ryan
Best YouTube Video:
JK Wedding Entrance Dance 
When you post a YouTube 
video, you never expect to 
be imitated by The Office. 
Well, Jill and Kevin, kudos 
to you.
ARTS &
Entertainment
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The Chin Is In? Count Me Out
Network Shake-Up Is Bad News Bears
by Catherine Northington T2
A&E Editor
NBC, you've changed.
I used to totally like you. As in, like 
like you. I used to write your name all 
over my assignment book. I used to 
dream of riding off into the sunset with 
that multicolored peacock of yours.
Then somewhere way up there in 30 
Rock, in the bleak corporate offices of 
NBC executives, something went wrong.
Over the past few weeks, NBC 
has entangled itself in quite a sticky 
situation—a consequence of poor 
executive judgment, indecent business 
decisions, and downright disloyalty 
(most notably in the form of contract 
breaches). All was at the expense of the 
network's most valued employees and 
its most enthusiastic viewers.
The network's recent decision 
to re-establish Jay Leno as host of 
The Tonight Show in place of Conan 
O'Brien— a mere seven months after 
O'Brien inherited The Tonight Show 
dynasty (quipped O'Brien in a tone of 
sardonic and melodramatic awe: "Do 
you realize that a baby born on the day 
we did our first Tonight Show is now 
a slightly larger baby?") has inspired 
distrust and anger among entertainers 
and viewers alike.
It is clear that O'Brien himself tops 
the list of the wronged in NBC's recent 
late night debacle. Accompanying 
Conan on this list are the comic's 
millions of loyal—and sorely 
di sappoi nted—fans.
Don't get me wrong: I have always 
been an NBC devotee. Let's not forget 
the hard facts: In 1993, NBC gave Conan 
the chance of a lifetime. They plucked 
O'Brien—then just a young, gawky, 
flame-haired Harvard grad—from that 
Hollywood setting of unconquerable 
obscurity: the writer's room.
In mid-1993, the immensely 
popular and reputable David 
Letterman passed the Late Night torch 
to the relatively unknown, 
clearly discomfited, and 
outrageously pompadour- 
ed O'Brien. There's no nice 
way to put it: The first 
episode of Conan's Late 
Night is almost as painful 
and hard to digest as Ray 
meatloaf. One might even 
spend a similar amount 
of time on the toilet after 
watching this travesty.
Conan's lack of on-camera 
experience was embarrassingly 
evident, but NBC had his 
back. They kept the faith. The 
network gave Conan the time 
he required and theopportunity 
he deserved to create something 
unique, interesting, hilarious, 
and entirely his own.
Unfortunately, the whole
Late Night fiasco of the early '90s seems 
to have taught the network very little. 
O'Brien's Tonight Show has endured an 
undeniable ratings slump in its first 
several months. Regardless, NBCshould 
recognize that Conan's contributions 
to comedy vastly outweigh his recent 
temporary setbacks. Conan presented 
the global audience with a most 
endearing brand of comedy, propelling 
Late Night to new echelons of success 
simply by meowing and string dancing 
across television screens around the 
world. His irresistible blend of humility 
and self-deprecation brought a new 
breed of comedy to NBC, and they have 
been exceptionally lucky to have him.
Think about it. Without Conan, we 
wouldn't have a cultural obsession 
with Chuck Norris (Conan pioneered 
it with his ever-hilarious Walker Texas 
Ranger Lever). Without Conan, we'd 
have no Triumph the Insult Comic 
Dog, no Pimpbot 5000, no Fedex Pope, 
for God's sake. Conan consistently 
promised to provide the Late Night 
audience with the best in innovative,
PHOTO COURTESY OF GETTY IMAGES
topical, and thought-provoking 
comedy (Isn't that right, Cactus Chef 
playing Billy Joel's "We Didn't Start the 
Fire" on a flute?).
Not only has Conan been 
professionally wronged, but he and 
his entire loyal staff uprooted their 
respective families and lives across the 
nation in order to take over The Tonight 
Show for...seven months?
It's irrefutable that Leno can make 
the jokes, and he can certainly deliver 
with a punch. But in my eyes, the 
true charm of a comedian comes 
from his idiosyncrasies and his sheer 
individuality. This is where Conan 
takes—and keeps—the upper hand. 
Leno's individualism is as barren and 
vacuous as his colossal chin.
In spite of my groans and general 
acrimony regarding the whole 
ordeal, we should also recognize 
the potential good that will come 
from this debacle. First, Conan is 
already swimming in offers from 
other excellent network enterprises, 
including, but not limited to, NBC's 
biggest network competitors.
Well, the joke's on you, NBC. In 
a matter of months Conan will be 
somewhere more deserving of his 
hilarious antics, his quirky stylings, 
and his off-the-cuff absurdity. Conan 
has defied the standard since day 
one, and he will continue to do so, 
regardless of when and where he'll be 
doing it.
Of course, maybe Conan will 
opt for one of the lesser-publicized 
endeavors, such as the generous offer 
extended by porno-company Pink 
Visual XXX—an offer O'Brien claims to 
be considering (he does falter, though, 
projecting that "In the movie I'd be 
having sex with a beautiful woman 
and just as we're about to climax, I get 
replaced by Jay Leno").
In all seriousness: What it boils 
down to is the ignorance and complete 
disrespect of a single network, as well 
as the foolish executives who run it. In 
thatsame vein, British playwrightOscar 
Wilde once famously stated,"There is 
no sin except stupidity."
Guess we'll see you in hell, NBC.
Catherine Northington
Facebook Application: N/A
Her Thoughts: Not applicable—for reasons that I simply 
don't feel the need to explain. Downloading any of those 
stupid, poorly thought-out Facebook applications is a 
waste of time. If you're that invested in the world of vir­
tual farming, at least do yourself a favor and buy a copy 
of Harvest Moon: Back to Nature. If you're going to spend 
your time living vicariously through a crappily pixelated 
farmer, at least do it the classy way. The hard truth: Farm­
ville is a poor man's Harvest Moon.
Her Views of Nahuel: Sorry, Nahuel, but you fall firmly 
within that breed of Facebook users that I particularly 
detest. And pity. If you want to fritter away your private 
time "socially networking," then you go ahead and do 
so—I spend more than my share of time on Facebook, and 
I won't deny it. But please, keep your lame Internet habits 
to yourself. I don't want to hear how many cows you have 
on Farmville or how many fish you're raising in Fishville. 
Why would you think that I'm going to care when that 
useless information comes up on my News Feed? If your 
crowning accomplishment this week was earning a new 
animal on Farmville, then you are a sad, strange little man, 
Nahuel Fanjul-Arguijo.
Nahuel Fanjul-Arguijo
Facebook Application: Farmville
His Thoughts: All right, I won't sit here and talk about how 
awesome Farmville is, or how awesome Facebook applica­
tions are because we all know they suck and waste our time. 
But, let's face it, when we have that extra time to waste we 
waste it knee-deep in Facebook. We all do our fair share 
of stalking on Fbook, and we tend to spend many hours 
laughing with tactile friends at computer friends, and when 
the pictures are all seen and the profiles are all judged, we 
farm. We arrange our hay bales, and we harvest our grapes, 
and we fertilize our neighbor's crops, and farmers unite! 
Um, that got kind of intense...well, what else is there to do 
at two in the morning than to grow some fake pumpkins 
and milk those virtual udders? Come on people, we all tried 
Farmville, and we all loved it.
His Views of Catherine: Not applicable? Really, Cath­
erine? I guess I shouldn't be surprised. Maybe she just 
needs to realize that Facebook is not just to find friends 
and see their pictures. Get ready for 2010 Catherine, it 
might be a weird year for you without a farm to tend, a 
gang to lead, or fish to feed.
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Cinema's Latest:
On the Action Front
Book of Eli Legion
by Ryan Waxon '12
A&E Staff
The world is over, modern society 
as we know it is gone, and the cast 
from The Road Warrior haunts the 
streets of San Francisco. The only 
hope left for humanity is a machete­
yielding, bible-reading, gun-toting 
Denzel Washington on a mission 
from God.
On paper this sounds like a great 
idea for a movie. Putting a star like 
Washington into a film that can 
essentially be identified as a post- 
apocalyptic western should spell out 
cinematic gold. Unfortunately, certain 
elements of the film detract from its 
overall appeal. We are left with a film 
that both swells with genre-bending 
originality and reeks of mundane 
segments of Washington's treks 
through the desert.
The Hughes brothers do a good 
job directing the film, and capturing 
the desolate landscape of the future 
following a nuclear holocaust. 
Though at times the computerized 
backdrops look fake and resemble 
the desktop background of a nerdy 
kid's computer screen, it does make 
the mood of the film feel genuine. 
As Eli (Washington) travels down 
abandoned highways, the audience 
is able to feel the emptiness of the 
screen and the distance between Eli 
and any sort of humanity.
The originality of the film stems 
from its heavy mixing of genre. 
Cowboys and Indians have been 
replaced with vandals and a lonely 
hero. The plot also effectively steals 
from the Bible as well as countless 
modern philosophers. Eli is on a 
mission from God to transport the 
last St. James Edition Bible to a 
community of people who deserve 
it out West. From here the basic 
plot of the film takes on that of the 
classic western.
Eli is stopped on his journey by 
Carnegie (Gary Oldman), who is 
mayor of a ramshackle town, as well 
as a stone cold sociopath. When 
Carnegie finds out that Eli is carrying 
the last St. James Edition Bible, he 
wages war on Eli to get the book that 
he believes will make him the most 
powerful man alive. By using the 
words of the Bible, Carnegie 
thinks he will be able to gain 
total control over humanity.
This basic set-up allows 
for some pretty cool action 
sequences to take place 
between Eli and Carnegie's 
goons. The scenes are shot 
very well, and sound editing 
was flawless. In the final 
Mexican standoff scene 
between Eli and Carnegie, 
bullets fly and crack like I 
have never before heard. The 
camera work in this scene 
is also pretty amazing as it 
fluidly moves from inside 
the house in which Eli is 
held up all the way to the 
goons shooting outside.
This film has some 
great moments, but all that 
momentum is killed by the 
ridiculous ending. I will not reveal 
the ultimate fate of Eli, but I will say 
that the ending leaves him unable to 
continue his journey. Eli is forced to 
pass the torch to his protege Solara 
(Mila Kurds). The film ends on an 
unintentionally hilarious note of 
Solara staring into the camera decked 
out in Eli's gear, determined to help 
restart modem civilization. This 
laughable moment is almost insulting 
to the intelligence of the audience. 
Filmmakers have to start to believe 
that audiences can think on a higher 
level, and should not have to peddle 
the same old used endings Hollywood 
constantly recycles.
Grade: C
PHOTOS COURTESY OF WWW.FILMOfilia.COM
by Neil Andrew Francisco TO 
A&E Staff
Epics often portray a battle between 
good and evil. It wouldn't be strange 
for people to hear that good is often 
the side that hangs out with God, 
while evil are the ones that hang 
out with an opposing force. Legion, 
starring Paul Bettany, Dennis Quaid, 
and Lucas Black, apparently didn't get 
that memo. This film, an attempt to 
view the Second Coming of Christ and 
the Final Judgment, ultimately fails to 
meet any of the low expectations that 
many film critics already had.
The film focuses on the mission of 
the archangel, Michael (Bettany). He is 
called upon by God to kill a child, for 
God has lost all faith in humanity. This 
is not something Michael agrees with, 
and by refusing to do so he becomes 
a fallen angel. He is dropped in Los 
Angeles, the City of Angels, and makes 
his way to the Mojave Desert, where 
the owner of a diner (Quaid) and 
his son (Black), are attempting to 
help a pregnant woman, Charlie 
(Adrienne Palicki). He is there to 
protect Charlie's child. He 
does so by turning the 
diner into a fortress, 
protecting 
from waves
"possessed by angels." This all goes 
on for a while until the angel Gabriel 
comes. Just before the arrival of Gabriel, 
the child is bom, and Michael tells them 
to get to safety as he sacrifices himself 
in a less-than-impressive fight between 
two of the Bible's most notable angels.
One would think that this film would 
introduce some great philosophical or 
theological themes, considering it deals 
with topics such as good and evil, God, 
and obedience. This drama is summed 
up by the movie's line, addressing 
whether God's servants "give Him 
what He wants or what He needs." 
This, however, is the extent to which 
the film's philosophical inquiries go.
The film is a look at whether we 
should do what is objectively good or 
what we subjectively judge as good 
based on God's word. This is one of 
the tough things about the film. Which 
side do you root for? You can go on the 
human side, but for most of this movie, 
that's going against God's side. It's 
tough to be rooting against God.
The story of this film follows 
closely that of another Biblical 
tale: Abraham and Isaac. Gabriel 
is sent to kill the child, as 
Michael refused to do. Gabriel 
stops at nothing to do so, killing 
others on his path to the child. 
In the end, is Gabriel truly the 
righteous one? He's about to 
kill humans, something God 
specifically told His people not 
to do—yet he will do it based on 
God's command.
I bet Soren Kierkegaard 
would like this film and I bet he 
would take Gabriel's side too. 
That, however, is not the side 
that most viewers would take. 
In the end, good (the objective 
kind) triumphs over evil. No 
surprise there.
Since this doesn't really 
have such a great philosophical 
background, you would assume 
that it has a lot of great action. 
Alas, there isn't much of that 
either: just a lot of gunfire 
and a brief battle between two 
angels. Without action and an 
intellectual meaning behind all 
of it, what is this film left with?
It surely wasn't great acting. 
The actors and actresses in this 
film assume their typical roles. 
Quaid portrays the hero and 
father figure. Black plays an 
awkward young man. Palicki 
portrays a troubled young 
woman. Tyrese Gibson portrays 
a thug who drives an Escalade 
and holds a gun, Willa Holland 
portrays a friendly teenager looking 
for mommy and daddy's attention. 
Bettany stood out for his portrayal of 
Michael. If I ever met St. Michael the 
archangel, I would expect him to act 
just like Bettany did. Overall, the acting 
in this film was mediocre at best.
So, basically what I'm saying is, 
unless you're into a lot of gunfire and a 
storyline you've heard before, don't go 
see this film.
Grade: D+
January 28, 2010 ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT The Cowl 19
Jack's Back In Action
New York Just Got Jacked!
by Sarah Dombroski '13
A&E Staff
Michael Corleone once said, "Just 
when I thought I was out, they pull me 
back in." This line, although focused on 
the continuous circular motion those 
unwillingly involved with the Mafia 
feel, seems more appropriately suited 
as the mantra for Jack Bauer's (Kiefer 
Sutherland) life.
Having prevented seven (sometimes 
nuclear) disasters already, Jack really 
does deserve a peaceful retirement. But 
what will the United States government 
do without him at the helm of their 
security team? They would crumble— 
and Jack knows it. That is how he got 
roped into this new mess, also known 
as the currently thickening plot of 24's 
newest season.
Last season closed at the end of 
another bad day for Jack. We were left 
bereft as our hero was hanging at the end 
of the Grim Reaper's scythe, wondering 
whether his daughter, Kim (Elisha 
Cuthbert), would make the last-minute 
decision to opt for the experimental 
stem-cell treatment that could save her 
father's life.
Jack landed in this rather desperate 
and vulnerable (I know, surprising 
word choice to describe Mr. Bauer) state 
by being exposed to life-threatening 
toxins while trying to dismantle a 
potentially disastrous attack.
In other news, our formerly-deceased 
friend Tony Almeida (Carlos Bernard) 
rose from the dead to cause more 
trouble for Jack—and for everyone else 
too. Olivia Taylor (Sprague Grayden), 
daughter of President Allison Taylor
(Cherry Jones), finally admitted to 
being responsible for the death of a 
key player in the day's attacks, and was 
submitted to the justice of the United 
States Judicial System at the hands of 
her mother. Thankfully, karma took care 
of Tony and the Worst First Daughter 
Ever, restoring order to the universe. 
Although it wasn't 24's most exciting, 
shocking, and exhilerating season yet, it 
did provide a much-needed comeback 
from season six's lukewarm plot and 
one-dimensional characters.
Presently, the New York-based 
season begins interrupting the peace 
talks between President Omar Hassan 
(Anil Kapoor), from the fictional 
country of Kamistan, and President 
Taylor with an assassination threat 
against Hassan. After being roped into 
this situation by a former associate who 
shows up bleeding at his doorstep,Jack's 
expertise is called upon again (because 
we know he couldn't possibly die) by 
some familiar, and not so familiar faces.
The first four hours are very 
promising, as they have shaken up 
their sometimes-stagnant formula by 
forcing some of our favorite returning 
characters out of their comfort zones.
Chloe O'Brian (Mary Lynn Rajskub) 
is no longer CTU's superstar analyst; 
she was downgraded to just another 
part of the rat race struggling to keep 
her job, and a now-unhinged Renee 
Walker (Annie Wersching) has become 
the wildcard of the bunch, surpri sing 
even Jack with the off-the-books tactics 
she has adopted in their eight month 
separation (we think due to some kind 
of mental breakdown).
Some may say that 24 has become 
hackneyed over the years, but I think 
differently. However, season eight has 
already proved that in its four-hour 
premiere with the radically changed 
environment that is CTU, and various 
twists and turns that have already 
been unearthed.
One constant that all fans of 24 cling 
to is the enduring character of Jack 
Bauer, whose perennial solidarity has 
always added to the integrity of 24. 
However, this season he truly seems 
to be on his last leg. Hopefully Conan 
won't replace him, because Jack is one 
thing we just aren't ready to lose.
No Reservations
Bourdain Keeps it Classy and Brutally Honest
by Jorge Lucas '12
A&E Staff
Culinary television has become a 
monster. What began as a desire to 
explore the world, experiment with 
food, and exchange cultural traditions 
hardly resembles today's circus of fake 
smiles and cheap gimmicks called 
the Food Network. Just ask Anthony 
Bourdain. The veteran chef and 
notorious badass has navigated cable 
television for many years, hosting 
A Cook's Tour and No Reservations 
and appearing on Top Chef. He has 
published nine books, though without 
attaining the status of household 
name like, say, Bobby Flay or Emeril 
Lagasse. Now on the sixth season of No 
Reservations, Bourdain has stuck with 
his convictions of personal integrity, 
unbridled curiosity, and respectful 
observance of others' traditions, and it 
has rewarded him with infinite respect 
from his peers.
The popular show features 
Bourdain visiting different parts 
of the world, from New Jersey to 
Vietnam, and experiencing the very 
best that the areas have to offer in 
food and customs. Although he runs 
into his fair share of gut-wrenching, 
seemingly hostile foods—like sheep 
testicles or whole cobras. Bourdain 
proudly distinguishes himself from 
the likes of Andrew Zimmern, who 
exploits exotic foods to rope in 
viewers looking for shock value. It 
is Bourdain's mission to highlight 
the food's cultural importance and
to bring global awareness to the 
lifestyles of the peasantry from 
around the world. For him, those 
who live off the soil and fend for 
themselves represent the true spirit 
of their native land. Food, with its 
unifying, familial forces, is the best 
entry point into any foreign culture.
It is this kind of reverence that has 
marked Bourdain since the beginning 
of his career. Paradoxically, it is also 
his unabashed criticism of fellow 
cooks and television personalities 
that has defined his public persona.
I had the pleasure of seeing 
Bourdain at the Providence 
Performing Arts Center on Jan. 23 and 
hearing him live up to his infamous 
reputation. The show opened with a 
trademark tirade on the personality 
idiosyncrasies and culinary foibles 
of the biggest Food Network names, 
including Rachael Ray, Ina Garten, 
Guy Fieri, and the satanic Sandra 
Lee. He went on to comment on the 
uncouth, downright despicable habits 
of American tourists abroad and the 
inconvenience and disrespectfulness 
of vegetarianism, all with hilarious, 
uncensored cynicism.
Though Bourdain showcased the 
bad boy that his fans know and love, 
the evening did not lack in sentimental, 
and rather inspirational, moments. He 
lauded the benefits of travel and an 
open mind, and encouraged aspiring 
chefs—reminding them of the dark 
depths he had trekked through to 
reach where he is today.
The new season, now two episodes 
in, should prove to take the series in 
new directions. The premiere painted 
a comprehensive, wide-ranging view 
of Panama, where Bourdain spent 
time with the police, burned several 
hundreds of pounds of confiscated 
cocaine, toured the ruins of the former 
dictator's palace, and tattooed his body 
with jungle-dwelling natives.
The follow-up episode found 
Bourdain in Istanbul, Turkey, where he 
indulged in cuisine as equally rich in 
flavor as in the history and styles of the 
Ottoman Empire's conquered nations. 
There was one hiccup, however, that 
was difficult to ignore, considering 
Bourdain's untarnished record. It came 
in the form of a shameless commercial 
plug—Bourdain thanks his host at a 
restaurant, and offers to pay, saying 
"Let me get this." Cue a painfully long 
close-up shot of his fingers flashing a 
Chase Sapphire Card. Though product 
placement is a necessary evil, fans found 
this treatment uncharacteristically 
tactless on Bourdain's part, and 
probably (hopefully) forced upon him 
by the producers.
Momentary selling-out aside, 
Bourdain always promises fresh, new 
television and dignified representations 
of his hosting natives. For authentic 
cooking and exciting travel, watch No 
Reservations on Mondays at 10:00 p.m. 
on the Travel Channel.
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Savoir Adore Pawtucket Farmers'Market
by Chris Stadolnik '10
• A&E Staff
With so many instant synthetic hit 
makers like Lady Gaga exploding onto 
the music scene, we tend to forget that 
there are still a lot of bands doing it 
the old fashioned way - touring in the 
trenches of college clubs and seedy 
pubs—where did you think they found 
The Beatles, or The Stones, or anyone 
else worth listening to? This isn't to 
say the next band you see will yield a 
life changing historical experience, but 
simply to remind you that the radio, 
MTV, VH1 and YouTube aren't the be 
all and end all of music consumption.
Savoir Adore is a Brooklyn based 
duo (and a live quintet) that make 
melodic, indie, progressive pop. A lot 
of tag lines I know. But that is really 
the most compact way to describe their 
sound. They tend toward a low fidelity 
but still atmospheric sound that betrays 
a strong influence from Pink Floyd and 
a pop sensibility that sounds like early 
Talking Heads, Blondie, and other 
New Wave acts.
Deidre Muro and Paul Hammer, 
the core duo, are both singers and 
instrumentalists. Their voices have 
a strangely cagey and dissonant 
harmony that sounds great against 
the background of low-fi rhythm 
sounds of house music beats. Their 
songwriting shows a lot of promise 
and pop savvy. Anyone who enjoys 
good pop music will enjoy Savoir 
Adore (remember kids, pop isn't a 
dirty word).
They just released their debut 
album, In the Wooded Forest, on Cantora 
Records, home to releases from MGMT, 
Francis and The Lights, Violens, and 
Rumspringa. Savoir Adore recently 
played to a sold out crowd at The 
Mercury Lounge in New York City and 
are making their way to Providence to 
play RISD - Tap Room on Jan. 30. Go 
check them out on their MySpace page, 
www.myspace.com/savoiradore, and 
on their Web site, www.SavoirAdore. 
com. If you dig them, be sure to head 
across town to the Tap Room to see 
them live at RISD at 8:00 p.m. with 
Mon Khmer and Sky Jelly.
by Claire Pevoto TO
A&E Staff
Saturdays are abuzz inside of 
Pawtucket's Hope Artiste Village, 
the quaint brick home of a local 
artistic cooperative. From 11:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. every Saturday through 
May 29, the renovated mill is filled 
with friendly farmers, fishers, and 
food artisans selling their wares to 
hungry locals.
Recent years have brought an 
onslaught of literature and studies that 
encourage us to "eat local," purchasing 
our food from small-scale farmers and 
producers within a closer distance 
than the giant industrial agricultural 
enterprises that feed into national 
corporations such as ConAgra, or 
from international farms whose 
produce often ends up in conventional 
grocery stores (apples from Chile, 
anyone?). Eating from nearby sources 
boosts the local economy, is better 
for the environment (as less fuel is 
used transporting the goods), and 
ensures a better product with fewer 
preservatives or hormones, greater 
nutrition, and quality personal care 
from the producer.
Procuring local food is easy during 
the summer and fall, when crops 
are at their peak and farm stands 
abound. But you don't have to revert to 
industrial habits just because the days 
are shorter. The Pawtucket Wintertime 
Farmers' Market provides plenty of 
local nourishment to Rhode Islanders, 
all in an indoor setting, shielded from 
the cold.
Strolling into the market is a feast 
for all the senses: a string band plays 
lively tunes in one comer; aromas of 
freshly baked breads, roasted coffee, 
and picked herbs waft throughout the 
hall; apples, squash, and potatoes feel 
smooth and strong; bright eyes and 
warm smiles meet; producers offer 
samples for the tasting. With up to 55 
vendors to choose from, the experience 
can be overwhelming, but taking the 
time to visit several can make buying 
groceries a satisfyingly laid-back 
experience, quite different from the 
frenzied supermarket rush.
The market is full of reputable 
entrepreneurs, but one notable farm 
is Simmons Farm, from whom buyers 
can obtain a variety of wintertime 
vegetables, eggs, and meat. Hill 
Orchards offers several kinds of 
apples, plus cider vinegar, apple 
butter, and apple sauce. Some of the 
most incredibly rich, smooth, and of 
course fresh cheese and yogurt can be 
found at the Narragansett Creamery 
stand, and the multigrain loaf from 
Seven Stars Bakery is God's gift to 
bread-lovers. Deluxcious Foods hand 
makes all sorts of gluten-free cookies 
and candies, and Wicked Good 
Company has a Raspberry Chocolate 
Jam that is to die for. A visit to www. 
farmfresh.org informs patrons about 
the market's many other vendors and 
their products.
No car? Just hop the 55 RIPTA to 
Kennedy Plaza, and then the 99 bus 
will take you right to the entrance of 
the market. For those blessed with 
greater freedom of mobility, a short 
drive down North Main Street into 
Pawtucket will lead you to this haven 
of local food.
Art From The Heart: Check Out RISD!
Space Jam
by Alison DeNisco '11
A&E Staff
In 1996, kids all over the nation were ready to jam with Michael Jordan 
and Bugs Bunny in Space Jam, the combination live action/animated film 
that brought basketball to the big screen.
Michael Jordan stars as Michael Jordan, having just retired from 
basketball to pursue a career in professional baseball, which does not go 
exceedingly well. In the meantime, the Looney Tunes gang is captured by 
the extraterrestrial Nerdlucks to become part of an alien amusement park. 
They retaliate by challenging them to a basketball game (since they aren't 
very tall as far as aliens go). But then the Nerdlucks come to Earth and steal 
the talent of basketball stars Charles Barkley, Patrick Ewing, Muggsy Bogues, 
Larry Johnson, and Shawn Bradley, becoming a gigantic team known as the 
Monstars. What else are Bugs and the gang to do but kidnap Michael Jordan 
for some help on the court?
This epic movie of our childhoods also gave us the 
memorable songs "Fly Like an Eagle," "Hit 'Em High," 
and "Basketball Jones," not to mention "I Believe I 
Can Fly," which R. Kelly later won a Grammy for 
(who knows?). There also exists an embarrassing 
video of a poorly executed fourth grade talent show 
dance to the song "Space Jam," starring yours 
truly, hiding in someone's basement pile of 
home movies.
Space Jam gives us a completely ridiculous 
yet heartwarming tale of following your 
dreams and talents wherever 
they may take you, from the 
underground Looney Tunes 
lair to outer space (which 
is surprisingly inhabited 
by cartoons). Michael 
Iordan learned his 
lesson, namely that he 
as a terrible baseball 
player and should go 
back to doing what he
does best, mirroring 
his real-life basketball 
comeback at the time. 
So everybody get up, it's 
time to jam now!
PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.BCDB.COM
by Lindsay Sheehan '11
A&E Staff
Have you and your friends had the 
"Lets make this the best semester!" 
conversation yet? The list usually 
involves a trip to Newport, going to 
Thayer Street and hitting on Brown 
students, and maybe some theme days 
such as Commando Wednesdays and 
Mimosa Mondays to spice up your 
routine. Come finals week you are 
sitting in your white washed cubicle 
wondering whatever happened to all 
those ideas. Only kidding, I have faith 
that you will complete every adventure 
you and your 'homies' conjure up. 
Enough preaching. The RISD museum 
is often overlooked by PC students 
in our lists of "How to vamp our 
semester."
If you do not have a car or still have 
yet to bag an upperclassman, there is 
always the RIPTA. From Kennedy Plaza, 
it is just a short walk up a hill... you'll 
see signs. I headed there one day earlier 
this semester with a friend. Upon arrival, 
we showed the receptionist our school 
IDs for that awesome student discount 
($3 entry fee). The receptionist, it turns 
out, is a PC alum. I recommend asking 
which galleries are new and where to 
find them, for it is easy to get lost in this 
six floor museum. The two galleries that 
I find most noteworthy are exhibited in 
the Farago Gallery on the sixth floor and 
the student gallery on the second floor.
The Nature/Artifice: Contemporary 
Works from the Collection features a 
collection of 13 paintings, sculptures, 
and video art that incorporate natural 
objects and technology. The gallery 
goes well with our generation's nature 
vs. technology battle. The piece that 
stands out the most in the Farago 
Gallery is a collage of blue and green 
flip-flops with barbed wire straps 
displayed on the floor. My partner in 
crime and I searched for a description
of the piece but failed to find one. We 
would have asked the security guard 
but we already started that friendship 
on the wrong foot when we tried 
taking photos. So I will call this piece 
Ouch These Flip-Flops are Making my Feet 
Bleed. Another piece that caught my 
eye is Jeanne Silverthorne's Dry Mouth 
which uses rubber as its medium. 
I never thought of illustrating dry 
mouth; nor did I think it was possible. 
Silverthorne's piece is a success. 
Damien Hirst's first time showing of 
Utopia is mesmerizing. It is composed 
of hundreds of butterfly wings and 
glass paint arranged in a kaleidoscope 
pattern. The Nature/Artifice gallery 
will be displayed until Feb. 28.
Down a couple floors and on the 
other side of the museum is where 
the RISD students exhibit their work. 
Currently, Carnival, created by Mary 
Berman and Maren Lane, is being 
displayed until Feb. 28.1 felt as though 
creepy carnies were lurking around 
every comer. This show seeks to put 
you on both sides of the curtain that 
divides the uncomfortable unknown 
and the curious spectator. Rather 
than literally depicting the traditional 
carnival equipped with "camies," 
bright lights, and mystery, you are 
brought to our modem day carnival 
that plays with our insecure obsessions 
with the human body.
The RISD museum is open Tuesday to 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Admission 
is "pay-what-you-wish" every Sunday 
from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and $3 all 
other hours with a student ID. Every third 
Thursday of the month is Providence's 
"Gallery Night" when all Providence art 
galleries offer free admission with food, 
drinks, and music.
"Our impulse to stare at art does not 
always stem from its aura; sometimes it 
is the uncanny experience reflected in 
ourselves." - Mary Burge, RISD 2010.
retro corner
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Beer
of the Week
Sierra Nevada Glissade
by Chris Stadolnik '10
A&E Staff
Brewery: Sierra Nevada Brewing Co.
Style: Golden Bock
ABV: 6.4%
Country of Origin: United States
Region: Chico, California
Appearance: Glissade pours a rich 
honeyed gold. It is extremely clean 
and finishes with a very thin head of 
large bubbles.
Smell: The nose is dominated by a 
malty sweetness that carries notes 
of apricot and honey. There is a very 
slight hint of alcohol in the background 
accompanied by a possible undertone 
of herbal spiciness.
Taste: Glissade is a big and flavorful 
beer. The taste is very upfront with a 
generous malt body in balance with 
an assertive, but not overbearing, 
hop character that is composed of 
typical German earthy/spicy and 
floral bitterness, but there is a hint of 
grapefruit somewhere in the mix.
Mouthfeel: The body is larger than 
the pale color would suggest. It is on
the lighter side for the style but it may 
be heavier than the other golden beers 
Americans have grown accustomed to. 
The carbonation presents itself only on 
the tip of the tongue.
Drinkability: This is a beer 
somewhere in-between a warmer 
and a summer lager. It is strong but 
also fairly light for its strength - a 
welterweight among Bock beers. 
This is German style so German food 
pairings are preferable, but it would 
be well suited to a number of Eastern 
European ethnic foods, such as Polish/ 
Lithuanian staples like kielbasa and 
galumpkis (spicy brown mustard on 
the kielbasa is a must).
Glissade is a new offering for 2010 
and worth a try (and a second try 
come 2011; it will likely only get better 
as the years go by). Stop by your local 
packie for a six pack and try the new 
taste of spring.
Overall Grade: B+
In Vino Veritas
Las Perdices Malbec
by Chris Stadolnik '10
A&E Staff
Vintner: Las Perdices
Vintage: 2005 
Appellation: Agrelo, Lujan de Cuyo 
Style: Malbec
Grape/Fruit Content: Malbec (grape) 
Ale. Content: 14% by vol.
Region: Mendoza, Argentina
Average Cost $13 to $15 per 750ml bottle
Focus on premium foreign wines is 
generally directed toward the European 
market, but vintners in South America, 
specifically Argentina and Chile, have 
recently been receiving their due 
positive attention for some spectacular 
and, thus far, moderately priced wines.
Argentina and Chile have become 
powerhouse wine producing nations 
in recent years. Argentina and Chile 
cultivate several varieties of grapes 
that were transplanted by European 
vintners from France and Italy, which 
they used to produce specific regional 
varietals from those vines. These vines 
have developed natural resistances to 
mold and bacteria that have caused 
blights in European crops of their close 
cousins. The strength of their vines as 
well as the new growing and irrigation 
practices pioneered by Argentine 
and Chilean growers has contributed 
largely to the quality of their wines and 
their success in the marketplace.
The Mendoza province, the region 
that produces Las Perdices Malbec, 
is the leading producer of Argentine 
wine. Argentina's Malbec wines 
have become very popular among 
resteraunteurs, chefs and "foodies" in 
recent years because of their full bodies, 
silky texture and rich red color (as well 
as their low price point when compared 
with competing European wines of 
comparable quality).
Las Perdices is an excellent example 
of this increasingly popular red. It has 
strong legs and pours a deep purple­
ruby red. The nose is bright and full of 
dark berries as well as a slight herbal 
earthiness. The body is exceptionally 
full and smooth, coating the tongue and 
back of the palate with a sweet silkiness 
without leaving the feeling of syrupy 
stickiness. The flavor is not as bold as one 
would expect, but instead is moderately 
reserved - rich in berry notes, a hint of 
oak tannin and a slight alcohol bum on 
the back end of the palate.
This is the perfect wine for a rare 
steak (which makes absolute sense, 
because Argentina is the world's leading 
producer of premium beef). Also, serve 
this wine alongside dishes that are rich 
and spicy, like regional Latin cuisine 
that incorporates garlic, chili, cumin 
and pepper (anything with a mole 
would be appropriate as well). I highly 
recommend this wine and to date this 
is my favorite of what I have reviewed 
for In Vino Veritas, and not likely to be 
topped within the price range.
Grade: A+
TED.com: Enlighten Yourself
Internet Entertainment Reaches New, Non-Pornographic Heights
by John Mango '11
A&E Staff
The Internet is used for one thing and 
one thing only: Buying pogs on eBay. 
And some freaks use it to watch naked 
people. But, amidst the slough of strange 
sexuality and the pathetic blogs and the 
latest celeb gossip, one Web site stands 
immaculate in conception. TED.com 
(acronym for Technology Entertainment, 
Design) offers a whole bunch of kick 
ass videos from kick ass people. Like 
Dave Eggers (A Heartbreaking Work of 
Staggering Genius), Richard Dawkins, 
and Bill Gates.
All right, okay, Bill, not so cool really, 
but his talk about mosquitoes in Africa 
(no joke) is downright inspiring. And 
that's what you're going to find on this 
Web site. Inspiration, more of it than 
you can handle. More than inspiration, 
there's a whole cornucopia of nearly 
useless but completely fascinating facts. 
Did you know fungi create extensive 
networks under forests that react to 
eveiy event, every animal's step, every 
leaf falling by sending electrical signals 
to one another while cleaning up the 
trash of the woods? Yes, I'm now in that 
process where I'm going to go on and on 
about the crazy facts I've tried to absorb. 
For instance, bonobo apes live in entirely 
peaceful communities. Researchers were 
able to teach these apes how to start fires, 
drive golf carts, play the xylophone, and 
even play freaking Pac-man. This is just 
a snippet of the vast amount of detail 
TED can add to, well, reality.
TED began in 1984, first as a 
modest conference aimed at bringing 
together different disciplines, to see 
how they might intermingle, bounce
independently organized TedX events around the world
off each other, and how they might 
grow once thoroughly intertwined. 
It has now grown to conferences and 
speeches across the globe, handing 
out a prize every year to someone 
who's distinguished themselves in 
a manner both enlightening and 
astounding. And that's exactly what 
it is. It's a bright point in the Internet, 
free from cynicism, full of dynamic 
performances, full of, in the words 
of the folks from TED themselves, 
Ideas Worth Spreading. And I must 
admit, my first encounter with the 
site was certainly interesting, but 
my relationship with the site has 
grown to an obsession. It will infect 
you. It will make you delirious 
with the possibilities we have and 
we are capable of. And in that way 
it's transcendental. Eat your heart 
out, Thoreau. But the sight is never 
pretentious. It's very aware of its lofty 
claims and has a section that asks, 
"is TED elitist?" It gives the ever so 
gray and ever so deserving response: 
"That's a word to be very careful 
with. The answer is yes (in a way) and 
no. It recognizes its patrons as well 
as its performers, grateful to both, 
supportive of both, and loyal to both, 
responding to the advice of users as
TEDx is a new program that enables local communities such as schools, businesses, 
libraries, neighborhoods or just groups of friends to organize, design and host their own 
independent, TED Iike events Learn more »
Upcoming TEDx events
A partial list of major TEDx event 
coming up around the world.
Jan 30th. 2010
TEDxParis (France)
well as speakers. There's more than a 
grain of integrity to it.
I'm not going to get down on my 
proverbial knees to implore you to visit 
the site, but approach it and see what's 
there. And once you watch you'll never 
think about crows, brain hemispheres, 
modem education, naturally occurring 
pesticides, bubbles of creative inspiration, 
the growth of idea epidemics, or just 
stuff in general (yes, it is that expansive) 
again. Never cliche, never repetitious, 
never disappointing.
Go there or be, well, stuck in the 
muddy comers of the rest of the Internet.
22 The Cowl CLUBS & ORGS January 28, 2010
Portfolio
January 28, 2010
PHOTO COURTESY OF NINO SATRIA
The Merchant Vessel of Jupiter V
by Bobby Bretz TO 
Portfolio Staff
Fiction
Daybreak is a relative thing— 
especially here, 800 million kilometers 
from the sun. In fact, when the sun rose 
one morning over Amalthea, no one 
at the tiny mining outpost bothered 
to take notice. Most of the company's 
employees were already hard at work. 
Besides, it was already as light outside 
as it was going to get, for the gas giant 
burned softly in the sky. From the 
surface of Amalthea, it appears more 
than 90 times larger than the full moon 
seen from Earth. It is always there. 
Tidally locked, the planet-facing side 
of the craggy moon is forever basked in 
a pale yellow-orange glow as Jupiter's 
storms silently roar overhead.
This particular morning—as the 
miners still called it by convention— 
there was more of a buzz around the 
company's offices than usual. Next 
year's shipment of food and supplies 
was due soon. In truth, it was due a 
week ago. After seven frustrating days 
waiting for any sort of communication 
from Earth or the merchant vessel, 
they received a message from local 
headquarters on Europa shortly 
before sunrise. There had been a 
problem. The ship was on its way, but it 
wouldn't be landing. This meant that 
if they wanted their provisions, they 
had to go up and get them.
The miners assumed a mere landing 
gear malfunction. They could meet the 
ship and then it could stop on Europa 
for repairs before the long trip home. 
The busy operator at the Europa office, 
however, failed to fill them in on the 
entirety of the situation, perhaps due 
to the kind of grim apathy or nihilism 
some men accrue during life on desolate 
natural satellites. The miners' assumption 
was, in fact, a rather grave misconception.
A small group of experienced 
men and women prepped the old 
utility vessel for launch. The moon 
dropped out from beneath them as 
they rose to intercept the approaching 
merchant ship, and it became obvious 
that something was amiss. First, the 
ship did not respond to their radio 
transmissions. Then, as the miners 
drew closer, they saw that she was 
rotating lazily as she advanced. They 
silently gained the merchant and drew 
up alongside. Long maintenance arms 
deployed from the utility vessel's 
starboard side. With surgical precision, 
the miner at the controls maneuvered 
the arms into position and engaged 
the magnets. Tremors momentarily 
ran through the ship as it joined with 
a muffled thud and the merchant 
stopped spinning. It was then they got 
a clear look at her hull, and the gravity 
of the problem became apparent.
Scars—all along the port side. Some 
unseasoned rookie must have been 
tasked with navigation through the 
" THEY GOT A CLEAR LOOK AT HER HULL AND THE 
GRAVITY OF THE PROBLEM BECAME APPARENT "
asteroid belt. The ship was vitiated 
almost beyond repair, and there were 
several points where its thick skin had 
been breached. Another maintenance 
arm carefully cut open the main hatch 
with a large plasma torch. Instead of 
flying off the fuselage with a whoosh 
of air, the hatch calmly separated and 
drifted harmlessly away. The team 
leader of the mining crew knew what 
to expect, and bleakly volunteered 
himself for the spacewalk.
He suited up and stepped into the 
airlock with a stony countenance. The 
hatch opened and the miner gently 
slid into the narrow alley of frigid 
and lonely darkness between the two 
spacecrafts. Grabbing the hull on either 
side of the gaping hole the torch left on 
the vessel, he cautiously pulled himself 
inside. He felt like a deep-sea diver 
exploring a mysterious shipwreck. It 
was pitch dark. He switched on his 
spacesuit's flashlight and illuminated 
the small metallic corridor. He looked 
around. For a moment, he thought 
the corridor was empty. But he 
suddenly yelped in terror and leaped 
backwards—for he encountered 
the very thing he was expecting! — 
causing him to inadvertently float out 
through the hole he entered from and 
slam into the side of the utility vessel. 
He steadied himself on the outside of 
the vessel, a bit embarrassed by how 
startled he was, because his crew 
was watching him on the video feed. 
His suit's camera hadn't seen what 
surprised him, so neither did they. 
When his heart stopped pounding 
in his ears, he composed himself and 
reentered the merchant ship, this time 
more cautiously than before.
The crew watched in open-mouthed 
horror as the miner oriented the camera 
towards the ceiling of the corridor, 
revealing a frozen corpse floating 
there, staring back at them. The dead 
man's eyes were shut and his mouth 
was open slightly, as if he had simply 
fallen asleep. His face was smooth 
and pale blue from asphyxiation and 
subsequent preservation in the vacuum 
of space at 50 degrees Kelvin.
The miner continued into the ship, 
heading forward to the main cabin. 
There were three more bodies within, 
completing the merchant ship's four- 
man crew. One was spinning slowly 
around the chamber. He had a gash 
on his forehead and dry blood frozen 
around the wound—must have been 
injured when the ship went into its 
spiral. The other two were buckled 
into seats, one at a computer panel, 
the other at the ship's controls. All 
three looked like the first: eyes shut 
in frozen slumber. The one at the 
computer panel held a picture of his 
family in his stiff fingers. When the 
miner touched it, it crumbled into 
several fragments that floated away in 
different directions.
The one in the other seat must have 
been the pilot. He still had his hands on 
the controls. This young man, perhaps 
trying to redeem himself somewhat 
for dooming his shipmates, must have 
done everything he could to regain 
control of the spacecraft, which began 
spinning after a collision in the asteroid 
fields. Clearly, he failed to stop the ship's 
rotation, but he somehow managed 
to adjust the autopilot and keep it on 
course, ensuring die shipment would 
arrive at its destination long after the 
last of the oxygen leaked out and they 
all suffocated.
The miner noticed that the pilot's 
jaw was clenched. There was a 
hard, almost dour look about his 
pallid face, having fought the ship's 
convoluted trajectory until finally 
succumbing to unconsciousness. After 
an uncomfortable moment of silence, 
the miner moved aft to check the cargo 
hold, and somberly instructed his 
crew to get to work moving the supply 
crates from the dead ship to their own. 
When they had finished, they left the 
merchant drifting there and returned 
to Amalthea. The district supervisor 
gave them the rest of the shift off.
The miners watched as the sun set 
behind the hills on the moon's horizon. 
They were gathered in an atrium with 
large viewing windows to witness the 
end of the merchant ship's journey. 
The derelict was now but a speck 
silhouetted before the bright leviathan 
above them. They watched in silence 
as it fell victim to Jupiter's gravity well 
and the planet's vast ancient tempests 
rose to meet it. After a while it glowed 
red-hot, then in seconds the metal 
tomb disintegrated in the dense and 
windy atmosphere. A trail of dust was 
all that remained, and they watched 
for a moment longer until that, too, 
was erased.
The faint sound of a bugle playing 
taps resonated across the intercom 
system; someone had decided to play 
an old recording. It echoed through the 
dim facility with soft static underneath.
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Gotta Catch 'Em All:Thoughts on Pokemon
By Tom Nailor '12
Portfolio Staff
Essay
This past vacation, a combination 
of boredom and my nerdtastic nature 
led me to pull out a game that I 
thought I had long ago relegated 
to the shadowy corner of my room 
where everything I've forgotten ends 
up. And that game? Why, Pokemon 
Blue Version of course. That's right 
folks, I went old-school and played 
the version in which everything was 
some shade of your chosen color. 
I battled my way from Brock in the 
Pewter City Gym all the way through 
to the Elite Four consisting of Lorelei, 
Bruno, Agatha, and Lance. And 
whilst playing, as is my wont to do,  
I of course reflected on why we all 
loved Pokemon so much.
Now if you've been living under 
a rock, or you were one of those 
unfortunate few who never really 
had the chance to play Pokemon 
on the Gameboy©, then you'll 
find this article droll, if not  
embarrassingly revealing.
First, I believe we all loved 
Pokemon because it allowed us 
to escape the world we inhabited 
as children in a unique way. Our 
protagonist was, seemingly, a 
teenager, who had nothing in the 
world but a dream and an old 
friend (who just so happened to 
be not only named after a tree, but 
also the leading expert on all things 
Pokemon). But all of a sudden you 
had a Pokemon of your own, and 
you're battling crime syndicates like 
Team Rocket, collecting badges, and 
all around whooping butt throughout 
the land. You have to save famous 
figures like Mr. Fuji and fight the 
best of the best Pokemon trainers, 
even though they've apparently been 
at this trainer thing far longer than 
you have.
And it's the same way with your 
Pokemon. When you're capturing that 
first Pokemon in the tall grass (whether 
it was Rattatta or Pidgey or what have 
you) it seemed like that thing was never 
going to be able to fight the ice, fighting, 
ghost, or dragon type creatures that 
the Elite Four would be throwing out 
at you (because you, like everyone else, 
obviously already had a friend who 
had beaten the game tell you what's 
to come!). And yet, somehow, they do; 
they evolved, and so did you, and they 
eventually became the elite fighting 
force that you needed them to be.
Now, here's another thing that 
Pokemon did for all of us—it gave us 
a world that was far simpler than our 
own.
were 
Yes, there
different monsters running around 
waiting for you to captur e them 
(well it was more like 130 because 
some of them you couldn't capture 
without the other version of the game, 
and some of the best ones like Golem 
and Alakazam you could only get by 
trading), but the world overall was 
pretty simplistic. Besides yourself, and 
a few other characters, everyone was 
defined by what their job was—on your 
journey, when another trainer would 
catch you in their sight, they'd be
named for whatever they did (which 
surprisingly was never "Trainer").
We all fought hosts of Fisherman, 
Jr. Trainers (both male and female), 
Bug-Catchers, Bird-Keepers, even 
Gentlemen (though I'd like to see what 
Charles Dickens and Pip would have 
to say about that distinction!). There 
were even Robbers, Scientists, and 
Supemerds. In addition, these people 
seemed to need no excuse to fight 
you, outside of the fact that you had 
Pokemon. This wasn't like a fight in 
the real world, where you have to do 
something to provoke a response—no, 
these people spotted you, sent up an 
exclamation point above their heads, 
and BAM! you were in a battle with 
them, no excuse necessary.
Finally,
your
Pokemon, 
your 
name,
very 
and
Pokemon gave us all 
something that we all 
latently want­
control. You began 
the game with the 
control to choose 
not only 
first “ 
but 
own
the name of your 
rival. Many a game 
did I give my rival 
names like "I.P. Freely" 
and "Seymour Butts," 
let me tell you! Choosing 
your first Pokemon, gave 
you a chance to reflect your 
personality—would you take fiery, 
fierce Charmander, who would 
unfortunately suffer against almost 
half of the gym leaders? Or shell- 
toting, safe-choice Squirtle? Maybe 
you were more flowery than most, and 
you'd take Bulbasaur, confident that 
even though he's apparently toting a 
large daisy on his back when he fully 
evolves, he can still kick butt?
Whatever you did choose, it didn't 
really make a lick of difference, because 
then you'd get out into the wider 
From Here to There
world, and you could choose from 150 
other creatures to form your team! All 
of them with different moves, looks, 
names, et cetera. And even when you 
did capture them, you could upgrade 
them with other moves using TMs and 
HMs. Also, you had the control to 
order people around, merely thanks 
to the ring of Pokeballs around your 
waist—do you ever go into a regular 
hospital and get half the service you 
got at the Poke Center? And before 
you claim that the random battles 
you encountered made the game 
uncontrollable, did you not realize you 
could buy Repel at your local Poke 
Mart and make wild Pokemon scurry 
in fear? You ran the show almost the 
entirety of the way, and everyone likes 
it that way.
In the end, Pokemon was an 
amazing game for a number of 
reasons. It has obviously spawned 
movies and sequels, N64 games, TV 
Shows, plush dolls, books, movies, et 
cetera, et cetera. Almost everything 
you can think of has featured 
Pokemon in some way...and yes, I 
mean everything. But some of the most 
endearing qualities of the game, for 
this writer at least, is the ability for 
our young selves to rise through the 
ranks and become something amazing 
with very little formal training, the 
simplicity of the world it took place 
in, and finally the amazing degree of 
control we all exercised while playing.
Perhaps this reveals darker parts 
of our personalities and inner desires 
than we would like, I'm not here to 
comment on that. I'm just here to tell 
you that if you think you can fight a 
team featuring a Cloister who can 
use Toxic, or an Electabuzz who is 
equipped with Psychic, please don't 
hesitate to get your transfer cable and 
come find me on campus. And if you 
think I'm a complete nerd, well then 
we obviously haven't met yet—I'm 
well aware of that fact.
Groceries
by Blake Bergeron '11
Portfolio Staff
In front of the store the old man picks cans from his tattered 
black trash bag and drops them into the slot of the machine. A 
sticky Pepsi, a pungent beer, a cloudy plastic bottle he threw in 
for good measure. Somebody’s son mumbles next to the door, 
fumbling in the pockets of his worn denim coat for the day’s first 
cigarette. It’s alright, they sell them inside. The cashier snaps her 
gum and looks with half eyes on the tired mothers of suburbia, 
defeated, yet proud of their rescued dollars. Bag boys wander the 
aisles with resentful smiles across their braces, listlessly searching 
for the forgotten can of peas, the abandoned loaf of bread. The 
manager carries on as he does, conversing with the produce, 
fondling the fruits, making love to the meats in secret.
The cashier drops a plastic sign on the dirty conveyor belt. It 
reads, “lane closed”. She paces through the automatic doors 
to the sidewalk where the old man waits for an unsure ride and 
somebody’s son just waits. Without a word she hands them each 
a cigarette and sits down on the curb.
She never liked to smoke alone.
by Nicole Amaral'io
Portfolio Editor
Several starlit pairs of eyes 
search the room, finding 
flashes to store in their 
pockets or to forget the 
room entirely. Garnering 
the guts to grieve for lost 
time takes more time, so 
its best to not lose any. 
Linked arms or waving hands, 
learning the lay of land, 
listening for the song that 
signals sweet serendipity 
long awaited.
Beckoned by the sun, 
under the gun, to complete 
the last vestiges of life's best 
years. Writing the book 
of the best days, the worst 
ways to wrest back their 
self-respect. Dreamers be 
damned if they don't get 
it right, if their eyes linger 
on the rear-view mirror 
on their way out of town.
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The Hanging Sound Behind the Lies
by Conor Leary '11
Asst. Portfolio Editor
Fiction
David lied. He lied on mattresses 
and cushions, in cribs and cots, and 
four-poster beds, surrounded by 
cuddly creatures, folded books, and 
extinguished flesh, beneath mobiles, 
canopies, ceilings, and the stars. He 
lied to people, to men, to women, 
the old, the young, the State and lied 
especially to the IRS.
He lied with words, with devilish 
combinations of grammar and syntax 
to achieve ranks of fabrication that 
made alchemy possible. He lied to 
joke, to tease, and to mock, but also to 
incite, to neglect and to enjoy life to the 
absolute fullest.
He lied to everyone really; to see his 
natural craft inspire relenting minds to 
sway, like a king who adored watching 
his supplicants bow before him. He 
lied with pictures, with gestures, with 
waves and a bucking chin. He lied 
with his clothes, about his wealth, 
throughout every social circle like a 
mischievous sprite. He lied to chum 
gossip, to produce laughter, to watch 
people squirm, and to make them 
swoon. He lied to make himself feel 
better, to make the world cry and want 
to die. He tried for just that reason and 
sighed each night he lied.
David cried. Through bibs and 
tissues and sleeves and handkerchiefs, 
he cried shameless tears. He cried
There's a
by Dara Plath '13 
Portfolio Staff
Fiction
The Milky Way was staring at me 
like a doe-eyed cartoon of Bambi. I 
didn't get a chance to eat breakfast that 
morning and there was no way my troll 
haired manager, Mr. Barnes, was going 
to let me get lunch. Especially since 
Stacy stormed out of fireplace about an 
hour ago, screaming at Barnes about 
an ex-girlfriend of his. She had thrown 
her thin arms up in the air and shaken 
her head violently, causing her frizzy 
blonde hair to flare about her like a 
swarm of angry bees.
Working at Jim's Grocery Store was 
like being forced to watch re-runs of 
Full House with my litter sister. I shut 
my eyes and tried to block out the slow 
hum of the refrigerators and whine 
of the shopping carts as tired PTA 
moms and distraught singles passed 
by my register. Julie, the 55 year old 
woman who worked next to me and 
resembled an agitated cockatoo, filed 
her red hot nails while reading one 
of her mind-candy magazines. Every 
now and then she would try to start a 
conversation, leaning over the register 
so her pink push-up bra could be seen 
from aisle two. Dating any cute girls? 
she would ask me in a raspy voice 
while cracking her strawberry bubble 
gum against her teeth.
My stomach growled like a pack 
of hungry wolves and Julie looked up 
from her magazine. It must have been 
pretty loud because hardly anything 
could tear her away from the perpetual 
doings of pill popping starlets and 
wannabe Paris Hiltons. She gave me 
a kind look and I could almost see a 
mother in the wrinkles that grew out 
of the comers of her eyes and the saggy 
skin under her chin that shook fervently 
every time she laughed. I would have 
continued to keep my eyes shut in an 
attempt to block out the hunger pains 
shamefully as well. He cried in the 
privacy of his home or his office, in 
the shadows and in the vivid sunlight. 
He cried at movies, during scenes 
of passion and during the lengthy 
credits set to inspirational songs. He 
cried in the theater, in restaurants, in 
court, in school, on the bus, in cabs, 
and in jail. He let the tears fall like 
the waters of a broken dam to reveal 
his feelings, to make others cry, to 
disenchant the stereotypical macho 
attitudes of masculinity, and to infect 
others with guilt. He cried when 
justice was forgotten, when humor
HE LIED TO CHURN GOSSIP, TO PRODUCE LAUGHTER, TO 
WATCH PEOPLE SQUIRM AND MAKE THEM SWOON 
was lost, when respect was trampled 
on, when words were rebuked, and 
when speech was mind-numbing. 
He cried when he thought about the 
life gone by, about empty beds, about 
fathers and sons, and train stations, 
and college and money.
He cried like a baby, like a toddler 
who dropped his ice cream in the 
most unforgiving sand, like a widower 
kissing his wife the earthly farewell, 
like the madman submitting to the 
voices in his head, like the victim of 
murder or fashion suicide. He cried 
under blankets, over discussions, at 
weddings, at funerals, and graduations. 
He cried in parks so dark and quiet, 
he could hear the sin sizzling in the 
abysmal air. He did not cry in church.
Flamingo Loose in Aisle Eight
and pity stares if Barnes hadn't walked 
over at that exact moment, his red hair 
bouncing up and down like a bunny 
during Easter.
Donny! There's a spill in aisle eight. He 
handed me the mop and bucket filled 
with some mystery liquid. Go clean it up.
I took the mop and made my way 
down to aisle eight. I felt like a convict 
walking to his death. The Ritz crackers 
stared at me like frightened witnesses 
while the fruit held itself back like an 
angry mob ready to strike. When I 
PHOTO COURTESY LOTUS HEAD
reached my final destination, I was taken 
aback by a vision not of an executioner 
draped in black, but of a girl.
Emily Rollins stood in aisle 
eight staring at the shampoos. She 
bit the bottom of her lip, silently 
contemplating which brand would 
give her long brown hair the shine 
she craved. She was wearing a pair 
of khaki shorts and a blue tank top 
that accentuated her curves. Her flip 
flops were worn down with walking 
and the purple nail polish on her feet 
was starting to peel, giving each toe a 
bruised look.
He cried to hear his tears fall and to 
feel them simmer. He cried to look at 
his feet and to see his shoes swimming 
in the forming puddles. He sighed 
when he cried and when he tried, but 
he did not cry when he died.
David sighed. He sighed when 
he read, when he walked, and when 
he ran. He sighed when he smiled, 
when he laughed, when he spotted an 
attractive woman, or spoke to one in a 
bar. He sighed to flatter them. It made 
them glow, and he sighed even more 
when they did. He sighed to relax his 
shoulders and to make her relax. He
sighed when he bowed his head and 
when she removed her dress. He sighed 
after sex. He sighed to incapacitate his 
bodily functions. He sighed to dream. 
He sighed uncontrollably when his 
lungs barked for less carbon dioxide 
and craved an influx of oxygen. He 
chose to sigh when the moment was 
right, to compliment the mood, the 
ambience, the success of others and 
their imminent failures. He sighed 
to trigger compassion, alarm, and 
suspense. He sighed when the minutes 
of the night pressed down on his 
sternum and when he gazed into the 
furthest reaches of space. He sighed for 
his tiny soul trapped inside its ribbed 
cage. He sighed before he died, for 
even when he tried to cry, to hear
They had given her a nickname. I 
remember watching her run down the 
hallway after English class one day, 
tears streaming down her freckled face. 
I almost wanted to run after her; stroke 
her smooth hair until she stopped 
crying. Instead, I watched her escape 
through the school doors, her long, 
porcelain legs carrying her into the 
lazy afternoon air. Flamingo is what 
they called her; and I couldn't help but 
note the resemblance as I continued on 
to my locker.
I remained standing at the 
beginning of aisle eight, comfortably 
situated between hair care and make­
up, the mop grasped in my hand as if 
it were a microphone and I were Bon 
Jovi. I secretly wondered what her life 
outside of school was like. I pictured 
two freckle-faced parents who 
mandated such activities as family 
game night, family baking night, and 
family movie night. The thought made 
me shiver. My own dysfunctional 
family had engraved in me a new sense 
of the American dream: Get out as fast 
as you can.
a final sound, the world itself had 
gone mute.
David died. And when David died, 
he died on no soft surface. He did not 
lie on cushion or pillow when he died. 
He did not die beneath canopies or the 
stars. He died beneath a ceiling. He died 
in tandem with the striking of midnight. 
He died slowly and sadly and stupidly.
He died without fame, without 
prestige, without vengeance, and 
without any shadow of the night 
reaching out and securing hold of his 
neck to snuff him out. He died and 
dangled from his own tethered bed 
sheet. He died suspended over the 
floorboards. His toes died pointing 
straight down towards Hell while the 
crown of his head rose awkwardly 
towards Heaven.
When the table was gone, he 
had sighed and the captivating sigh 
snapped his neck forward. The rope 
caught the sigh in his throat as David 
chose his hour to die. David had lied 
in waiting. He had tied in silence and 
lied with a venomous disposition. He 
would not be crying in the theater 
that night or attending the bar to lie 
to the lovely ladies. He would not lie 
and sigh with them in his bed. The 
cold mattress died in the shadow 
of his hanged body, never to cradle 
him again. He had tried to cry as he 
prepared to die, but finally with a sigh 
and a pitiful lie, the legs of the table 
stood no longer.
He lied last to himself: "It won't 
hurt a bit."
The spill was located at the other end 
of the aisle. I gingerly made my way 
around Emily, though my invisible 
man charade was spoiled by the 
squeaking of the bucket, which subtly 
resembled the high-pitched wail of a 
banshee. She turned around and we 
locked eyes. I had never noticed how 
blue her eyes were. They reminded 
me of the matchbox cars I used to 
play with when I was a kid. I would 
sail them across the wood floor and 
watch them crash into the wall. Emily's 
eyes did this same stunt, darting away 
from mine at a remarkable speed and 
colliding with the shampoos.
I could see her finger twitch. 
She was strategizing her exit plan; 
trying to decide whether to play 
dumb or make a clean getaway like 
Bond, James Bond. I had that strange 
sensation again to comfort her, tell her 
that everything was going to be okay. 
But the way she shot her eyes away 
from mine made me feel somewhat 
superior; as if I were some grand king 
and she a mere subject not worthy 
of my acclaim. I began to hear heavy 
footsteps headed in my direction and 
knew they belonged to Barnes and 
his new 80 dollar Reeboks. I quickly 
made my way down to the spill and 
mopped it up. I turned around, and 
Emily was gone.
Stop! I bolted out of aisle eight in 
time to see Emily running out the door, 
tightly grasping a five dollar shampoo 
to her chest. Barnes was running after 
her, but his overweight physique was no 
match for her lean body. He stood at the 
exit, breathing as if he had just finished 
a five mile run while Julie hunched her 
disproportioned body over the register, 
her brown eyes bulging like a scared cat.
I laughed. Barnes gave me the look 
of death; Julie dropped her magazine 
on the floor. All I could think of was 
Emily Rollins, elated as a kid on 
Christmas, as she raced out the door, 
her long, porcelain legs carrying her 
off into the distance.
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Staff Pick 
of the Week:
Special Topics in Calamity Physics
By Marisha Pessl
What is calamity physics? For Blue Van Meer, the novel’s protagonist, it 
is the collision of life, death, heartbreak, and mystery. After being dragged 
across the country by her charismatic and genius father, Blue finds herself 
deposited in St. Gallway, a private school she enters for her senior year. 
She quickly catches the enigmatic eyes of the school’s most elite group, 
known as the Bluebloods, and its captivating leader and teacher, Hannah 
Schneider. Confounded by a hue of mystery and intrigue, Blue is left with 
only her sharp wit and literary logic to find a way out of a maze of events 
which will ultimately lead her to discover her true identity.
—Dara Plath ’13
The Rest of Us
by Alex BetGeorge ’11
Portfolio Staff
HE should die young 
he who says he has 
neither inveigled others 
nor beguiled himself. 
BUT the rest of us 
who face the years 
fear the day 
our flawed thoughts 
are inscribed on our foreheads, 
for many would need masks.
WE hope, perhaps, these masks 
might deter some unheard 
temptation when the Devil 
throws its dust in our deluded eyes. 
THOSE most susceptible to 
his fooling are His pawns who 
willingly delude 
themselves because they do not love 
themselves or cannot find 
someone to love them.
BETWEEN life’s first exhalation (wail) 
and last (sigh), 
the pawns shun 
the weight of the world of truth 
by welcoming the Sandman’s 
Ship of Dreams.
FOR them, veracity causes pain 
(though denying the first prolongs the latter). 
SO the Sandman’s gypsy ship of stolen lovers 
doles out dreams with grains of sand:
BETWEEN a pawn’s wail and sigh 
lies one long night.
Anxiety: The Long Road to
by Daniel James '11 
Portfolio Staff
Fiction
Dominic thought back to when he 
first noticed his anxiety. It was New 
Year's Eve, and everyone was excited 
with the promises of parties. His friend 
Dante at that time had grandparents 
who owned a house in Boston but 
offered the house as a place for him to 
invite his friends over for a party on 
New Year's Eve since they'd be visiting 
family back in Italy.
In order to do things right for 
the sake of the party, Dante, Dante's 
girlfriend J-Nuts (the Jstanding for Julia 
and the Nuts because she loves to bust 
balls like a nutcracker), and himself all 
took a trek up to New Hampshire the 
day before New Year's Eve to acquire 
alcohol at unprecedented prices. He 
hadn't quit doing drugs or drinking at 
this point, but with the family activities 
of Christmas and preparation for New 
Year's, he had little time to think about 
drinking or getting high.
On New Year's Eve, running late, 
Dante whipped his car into the driveway 
and approached his house. Wasting 
no time, Dominic and Dante began to 
load up Dante's car with the surplus of 
alcohol. After three trips up and down 
the basement stairs, the car was loaded 
up and ready to go. He climbed in the 
back, while J-Nuts sat in front.
"So you're down with me staying 
the night, yes?" he asked Dante.
Dante shifted uncomfortably in his 
seat and hesitated. The atmosphere of 
the tight car became uncomfortable.
"I thought you weren't staying... 
there's room on the floor but as far as I 
know the couches and bedrooms have 
all been called."
The words hit him like a ton of 
bricks. He knew sleeping on the floor 
wasn't an option because he had 
injured his shoulder while working 
out and couldn't sleep on it properly. 
Even in his comfortable, welcoming 
bed he would still wake up in immense 
pain. Thoughts of sleeping on the floor 
worried him for fear it might do further 
damage to his shoulder.
There was an uncomfortable silence 
for several minutes. They sat on 
GOING HOME AND DOING NOTHING SEEMED LIKE 
THE WORST IDEA, BUT HE HAD NO OTHER OPTIONS"
the side of the road trying to figure 
something out. In front of them was 
another car with the yellow blinker on, 
also pulled over to the side. The three 
of them put their heads together. There 
weren't many options. He offered to 
step out of the car and skip it because 
he didn't want to be an inconvenience, 
but both Dante and J-Nuts immediately 
objected. He was coming, whether he 
liked it or not.
The thought of going home and 
doing nothing seemed like the worst 
idea in the world, but he had no other 
options. If he stayed he slept on the 
floor, and would risk further damaging 
his shoulder, and there wasn't any 
immediate ride home because nobody 
knew who was staying and who was 
"DD"ing for the night. He felt terrible 
about making an issue out of it. He was 
letting down his friends and putting 
them in an awkward position where 
they'd have to be inconvenienced 
because of him. He knew they would 
insist it was not a big deal, but to him 
it was. He didn't like being that person 
that everyone had to work around.
"Hey," J-Nuts said to him. 
"Dominic, listen..."
Something felt wrong. His chest felt 
like it was tangled inside of his torso, 
intertwined with the liver and the 
stomach. He could feel his heart rate 
start to drop, and then pick back up, 
and then drop again, like a bouncy ball 
stuck inside of him.
The car in front of them hadn't 
turned its blinker off. It kept blinking 
in half second intervals that seemed to 
expand in length and gap. He couldn't 
be sure...was it mocking him? He felt 
like it was. The car seemed to take on 
feminine features, transforming into 
a face with rosy cheeks and a small 
nose. The bumper shaped itself into a 
taunting grin, taking selfish pleasure 
out of Dominic's discomfort. Eyes 
molded from the break lights and 
blinker, teasing Dominic as the eyes 
danced with the rhythm of the blinker. 
He felt helpless as she pressed his 
gaze down on him, drilling into his 
chest with a corkscrew, shrinking the 
interior of Dante's car.
Dominic wasn't sure if J-Nuts had 
finished talking when he opened the
Relapse
door. In a disoriented scramble he 
got out of Dante's car and slammed 
the door shut with his body, almost 
collapsing to the ground as he did so. 
His arms were weak and unsupportive, 
dangling like wet spaghetti noodles 
from his body. He felt like a prisoner 
who just escaped into a white desert. 
He rolled against the car onto his back 
and looked at the other car in front 
of him, but it had returned to normal 
already. Dominic remained against the 
car, panting in defeat.
After a moment Dominic heard 
a door click open and slam shut, 
followed by footsteps crunching the 
packed snow. Dominic tilted his head 
to see Dante walking towards him, 
concern in his eyes.
"Are you okay?" he asked Dominic, 
reaching into his jacket and pulling out 
a pack of Camel Lights.
Dominic felt his breath start to 
return to normal. What the hell just 
happened to him? "Yeah...yeah I'm 
okay. Sorry about that, I don't know 
what happened."
"Here," Dante said, extending a 
cigarette through the small snowflakes 
falling from the sky. "Take one."
Dominic, still feeling wobbly, 
pushed himself off of the car and took 
the cigarette in his fingers, pressing 
it up against his lips. Dante sparked 
a lighter. After a few flicks he got it 
to catch and sheltered the flame by 
cupping his free hand around it.
"Hold your hand still, it won't light 
if your fingers are shaking."
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Freshman Friars Go 1-2-3 in 
5,000-Meter Race at URI
Velischek Continues Family
Tradition at Schneider
by Dan O'Brien TO 
Sports Staff
Indoor Track
The Men's and Women's Indoor 
Track Teams opened their seasons at 
the University of Rhode Island's Sorlien 
Invitational last weekend. The Friars 
had little time to prepare for the meet, 
as most of the team had returned to 
campus the previous Monday for the 
beginning of the spring semester. Head 
Coach Ray Treacy used the races as a 
tool to gauge his squads' fitness before 
next weekend's Terrier Classic in Boston.
The women were led by graduate 
student Katie DiCamillo, who 
placed second in the 3,000-meter 
race in 10:04.93 with Sara Graney '12 
following closely in 10:34.74, crossing 
the line in sixth place. Building off 
her extraordinary cross country 
campaign, Shelby Greany '13 returned 
to her fall form, placing second in the 
mile in 4:53. Greany was followed by 
classmate Sam Roecker '13 in fourth 
place and Mary Kate Champagne '12
Men's and Women's Indoor Track Upcoming Schedule
Date Event Location Time
1/29/10 Terrier Classic Boston, Mass. All Day
1/30/10 Terrier Classic Boston, Mass. All Day
2/5/10 Giegengack Invitational New Haven, Conn. All Day
2/6/10 Giegengack Invitational New Haven, Conn. All Day
2/13/10 Valentine Invitaional Boston, Mass. All Day
Providence Swimmers Break 
Three School Records
by Alexis Smith '12
Sports Staff
Swim & Dive
After an abbreviated winter break, 
the Men's and Women's Swim Teams 
got back in the pool for their annual 
Winter Training Trip. This year, the 
team got to train in the warm island 
water of St. Thomas, one of the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, 70 miles off of the coast 
of Puerto Rico.
"I was thrilled with the effort they 
gave me," said Head Coach John 
O'Neill. "It was one of the best training 
trips I have ever had."
"The trip definitely helped," said 
Erin Nanna '13. "It was some of the 
hardest training we have ever done."
The swim team came back from the 
trip as a force to be reckoned with in 
a home meet on Friday, Jan. 15, and 
Saturday, Jan. 16. It was a dual meet 
against both Syracuse University and 
University of Maine. The men came 
out victorious against both teams by 
defeating Maine 157-94 and putting 
down Syracuse 172-73. The women 
kept up with Syracuse, winning 137- 
34, but fell to Maine 143-73.
The win was not just an overall success 
but also had many individual successes. 
Mathew Card TO, Owen Hughes TO, 
Dave Wilson TO, and Matt Green '12 
teamed up to break the 200-meter 
freestyle relay record in 1:38.56. Card 
and Mike Loftis TO also broke long-time 
school records in the 50-meter freestyle 
and 100-meter butterfly.
The women were led by Nanna, 
who won two of her events.
"We came off a big weekend," said 
Hughes. "This weekend we still had 
some good individual swims."
In their next meet, the Friars were 
away in Philadelphia, for a meet 
against Villanova on Friday, Jan. 22. The 
women were defeated 127-58 and the 
running 5:02, which was good enough 
for sixth place.
On the men's side of the action, 
the Friars captured the top three 
spots in the 5,000-meter race with the 
freshman trio of Patrick Desabato '13, 
Eric Malnati '13, and Ahmed Ali '13 
all finishing under 15:23 in the 3.1 mile 
race. Graduate student Richard Yeats 
had a solid start to his final season in a 
Friar singlet, taking second place in the 
mile with a time of 4:15. Rounding out 
the top scorers for the Friars was the 
distance medley team led by All-Big 
East Cross Country runner Lee Carey 
'12, competing in his first track season 
under Coach Treacy with the Friars. 
The combination of Carey, Dominic 
Channon '12, Julian Matthews '12, and 
Tom Manglaviti '11 won the event, 
which comprised a 1,200-meter leg, an 
800-meter leg, a 400-meter leg, and was 
capped off by a mile, in 10:04.10.
The Friars return to action at Boston 
University's Terrier Classic. The 
women's meet is scheduled for Friday, 
Jan. 29, while the men are scheduled to 
compete the following day.
men lost 121-92. There were impressive 
performances from swimmers such as 
Eric Burtchell '13, who outstretched his 
Villanova competitor by .03 second in 
the 1,000-yard freestyle. Also, Collin 
Casciano T2 finished first in the 100- 
yard butterfly event.
For the women, Samantha Coyle 
'13 paced the heat in the 100-yard 
breaststroke, and the divers made a 
splash of their own with Ben Kardian 
'13, whose dive landed him 243.07 
points, while Allie Black '13 and Amy 
Fracker '13 got third and fourth for PC.
That same weekend, on Saturday, 
Jan. 23, the swim team got back in 
the pool for a meet against Drexel in 
Philadelphia. The men came up short 
with a 152-114 loss, and the women 
lost with a final score of 131-95.
The Friars did get a good swim from 
Card, who won the 100-yard freestyle 
with a time of 49.25 and placed second 
in the 50-yard freestyle. In addition 
to his freestyle times, Card swam the 
final leg of the 200-yard medley relay 
to earn the Friars a second place finish 
and four points. Overall, Card helped 
to earn the team 17 points. Burtchell, 
Casciano and Loftis rounded out the 
second-place medley team, which fell 
to a veteran group of Drexel swimmers.
For the women, Nanna placed first 
in the 50-yard freestyle with a time of 
25.78 and first in the 100-yard freestyle. 
She nearly swept all the individual 
freestyle events, but was second to 
Jessica Csakai of Drexel in the 200-yard 
freestyle.
The swim team returns to action 
on Saturday. Feb. 6, in Worcester, 
Mass., for their meet against Holy 
Cross at 1:00 p.m. With the success of 
their training trip and the absence of 
previous illnesses the swim team is 
looking good for their final meets and 
the Big East Championships.
The Frosh Defenseman is the Son of Randy Velischek ’85 
by Alexis Smith '12
Sports Staff
Men’s Hockey
Providence College was a clear first 
choice for defenseman Alex Velischek 
'13. Both his mother and father 
graduated from Providence, so it was 
inevitable that he would come to PC.
Velischek's father, Randy Velischek, 
is one of the best defensemen ever to 
have played for the Black and White. 
After graduating from PC, he went on 
to play for the New Jersey Devils and 
continued to work for the organization 
several years afterwards
Alex was bom in Quebec City 
but spent most of his life 
in Kinnelon, N.J., where he 
played hockey at Delbarton 
High School for four years. 
Velischek served as team 
captain for one season at 
Delbarton and finished with 
an impressive 16 goals, 35 
assists, and 51 points total 
during his senior year.
Alex's first known 
encounter with ice came 
when he was only two years 
old when his parents dragged 
him around the ice on a sled, 
and at age four he laced up 
a pair of hockey skates for 
the first time. By age nine 
he was ready to play hockey 
competitively.
"[Playing hockey] was the 
easiest thing for him to teach 
me, plus I got all free stuff," 
said Velischek about his 
father.
Alex started as a forward 
where he idolized Joe Sakic, 
a center for the Colorado 
Avalanche, but then switched 
to defense as he grew older.
When he was about 10, his father 
suffered a shoulder injury playing 
for Milwaukee in the AHL and began 
working as a commentator for the New 
Jersey Devils. Alex would go with his 
father to work and constantly run 
back and forth throwing papers and 
pestering the other reporters in the 
press box. Although he could not sit 
still during the game, the experience 
helped him develop respect and love 
for the game.
On his Providence sweater, Alex 
wears the number 10, but originally 
he had the number seven on his back. 
The number was already taken by Eric 
Baier '11, so Velischek took the next 
lowest number.
"I didn't want to take my dad's 
old number, and I have always been
The Neurodevelopment 
Center in Providence is 
seeking individuals
aged 12-21 with depressive 
symptoms for a free drug- 
free treatment study.
Contact 
www.youthmood.com or 
(401)351-7779 
for more information. 
a Pavel Bure fan [a right wing for the 
New York Rangers], who was number 
10," said Velischek. "I decided to start 
all over with a new number. Who 
knows? Maybe it will stick."
His list of accomplishments is 
impressive, including being named 
to the First Team All-State two years 
in a row, and this year he was named 
Hockey East Player of the Week. As a 
freshman he has appeared in 23 games 
with one goal, eight assists, and a total 
of 39 shots on net.
Before the school year started, 
Velischek had an even bigger 
accomplishment to add to his list. He 
was drafted by the Pittsburgh Penguins
ALEXIS SMITH ’12/THE COWL
Defenseman Alex Velischeck ’13 has one goal and eight as­
sists on the season for the Friars.
as a fifth-round draft pick, 123rd overall. 
Thankfully for Friar fans, he decided to 
go to Providence for four years in the 
footsteps of his father.
Even with all his accomplishments 
in the hockey world, he still keeps up 
with other interests. His favorite sport 
to watch and play other than hockey is 
soccer, his favorite movie is Boondock 
Saints, and his favorite song is "We Be 
Steady Mobbin'" by Lil' Wayne.
His academic interests include a 
possible political science major with 
an English minor. Alex is also fluent in 
French from his years in Quebec.
Go out and support Alex Velischek 
and the rest of the Men's Hockey Team 
at their next home game on Saturday, 
Jan. 30, against Vermont at 7:00 p.m.
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A Rhode Islander Reacts: 'he Break that Was: Friars
PC-URI Rivalry Safe for Now Go 3-3 in Conference Play
by John Butler '11
Asst. Sports Editor 
Commentary
It was a real shocker to me, a Rhode 
Island kid through-and-through, when 
I heard the rumors during finals 
last semester that the Friars-Rams 
basketball rivalry was in jeopardy, due 
to PC's reluctance to return to the Ryan 
Center.
The good news is that the talk 
quickly simmered down to quiet 
murmurs, which were then put to rest 
(sort of) by Athletic Director Robert 
Driscoll, who was quoted in The 
Providence Journal in late December as 
affirming that the 90-year-old rivalry 
would continue. Driscoll has the best 
interests of the program at heart, but 
his ambiguous comments still leave 
some question marks in my mind 
about his intentions. While the rivalry 
may be safe for the present, the fact 
that PC even broached the subject is 
tantamount to basketball blasphemy.
All of this transpired in the wake 
of Providence's loss at the hands of 
URI on Saturday, Dec. 5, once classes 
were over and The Cowl had finished 
publishing for the fall semester. The 
quick and dirty is that rumors began 
flying after PC lost to URI 86-82, the 
Friars' fourth consecutive defeat at 
the Rams' home court. The present 
contract provides for one more game, 
and the concerns were that Providence 
was not willing to return to Kingston 
for what recent history suggests is a 
pesky thorn in the side of the Friars' 
schedule.
But recent history is just the tip of the 
iceberg for this clashing of Rhode Island's 
premier basketball teams which dates 
back to 1920. December's contest was 
the 122nd meeting between the Friars 
and the Rams, and the reinvigorated 
intensity in the match-up so evident in 
recent years hearkens back to the days 
when a PC-URI game was like a Super 
Bowl in this state. This rivalry is soaked 
with meaning for not only the students 
of PC and URI, but also for the people
FRIARS: Win Streak Propels 
PC to Front of Hockey East
continued from back page
couldn't do this without my linemates, 
who are also contributing a lot. The 
team's really coming together.
"[This streak] is really exciting to be 
a part of," she continued. "It just shows 
how all of the hard work we put in at 
the beginning of the season is starting 
to pay off."
There was a time, as late as 
Thanksgiving weekend, where the 
Friars were hampered by injuries 
and constantly battling superior 
competition. They went through 
one stretch that saw them facing 
nationally-ranked teams in seven out 
of nine games, winning only one of 
those. And when the schedule was 
half-finished at 17 games, their record 
showed its scars at 4-7-6.
Yet now, at 12-7-8 overall, they are 
a part of the in-crowd in the polls and 
are majestically repelling adversity 
whenever it approaches. In each of 
their last seven games, they have not 
trailed for a nanosecond, and last 
Sunday, they repeatedly replenished 
a multi-goal advantage every time the 
Eagles bit into it.
Trailing 3-0 after 40 minutes, and 
of Rhode Island. These are thoroughly 
Rhode Island teams.
I am one of those people, and these 
are my hopes for those with sway in 
the Providence College Department of 
Athletics: I hope they understand that 
this rivalry is not just about PC and 
URI. I hope they see that this annual 
meeting is the granddaddy of Rhode 
Island intra-state basketball. I hope 
they recognize that a Friars-Rams 
game every other year is an insult to a 
tradition that, during its heyday, pitted 
the two against each other two times 
a year. I hope they remember that 
college basketball is not professional 
basketball. I hope they toughen up, 
and continue sending our boys down 
to Kingston, even if it means a loss, 
because to do otherwise would be to 
die the coward's death.
What's more: I hope they see 
Providence College basketball for what 
it is. This is not a huge market, and PC 
does not have the assets and luxuries 
that a Louisville or a Villanova or a 
Georgetown can devote to its basketball 
program. It is highly unlikely that any 
of us will see a Friar team (or a Ram 
team) in the Final Four in our lifetime 
because college basketball today is not 
college basketball of the 1970s or of the 
1980s or even of the 1990s. It may be a 
shame, but it is a reality.
And PC has to accept that. Rather 
than fighting windmills, Providence 
would do well to capitalize on what it 
has with URI: a tradition-rich rivalry 
with enthusiastic (sometimes even 
bloodthirsty) fans, two outstanding 
gyms, and one small state that loves 
college basketball. And if it turns out 
that the biggest game of the year for 
PC from here on out—win or lose— 
is not the Pittsburgh game, or the 
Marquette game, or the first round 
NIT game against some team from 
South Carolina nobody has ever heard 
of, but the game against Rhode Island, 
in some local gym on a cold December 
afternoon, then that will be fine with 
this Rhode Islander.
desperate to snap a cold streak (0- 
6-3) that has lasted about as long as 
the Friars' thrill ride, BC charged up 
18 shots and drew themselves eight 
power plays in the third period. 
They would convert on three of those 
chances, shortening the deficit to 3-1, 
then 4-2, and later 6-3.
But notice that they never drew 
within less than two goals, for the 
Friars' strike force caught every rare 
wave of momentum it could to retain 
the cushion.
"As [Head Coach Bob Deraney] 
always says, it doesn't really matter 
how many goals we get if we're up by 
one or two," said Ruff, who inserted 
PC's sixth goal with 3:29 remaining, and 
only 18 seconds after Ashley Cottrell '12 
had augmented the lead to 5-2.
"It's more that we have confidence 
in ourselves and we know that we're 
going to be able to maintain that lead," 
Ruff continued. "We knew it was 
going to be an intense game. Scoring 
at the end is always nice. But at the 
same time, we felt we could maintain 
the lead, even if we had been just one 
point ahead."
by Chris Torello '11
Sports Staff
Commentary
The Friars began their Big East 
odyssey by travelling to South Bend, 
Ind. and were handed a loss by the 
Fighting Irish of Notre Dame that 
was all too similar to their loss at the 
Dunk last February. The Friars played 
no perimeter defense and allowed the 
Irish to shoot 50 percent from behind 
the arc as they nailed 11 three-point 
shots during the game. The only 
good thing that can be said is that the 
Friars won't play Notre Dame again 
this season. Next up was St. John's on 
the road. The Friars and Red Storm 
battled for the lead as the second half 
progressed, but it would be Sharaud 
Curry's 26 points and a 24-5 run 
over the final 7:53 of the game that 
gave Providence an impressive 74-59 
victory. With the split of their first two 
conference games, the Friars had done 
what most had expected, which was to 
be 1-1 heading into a Jan. 6 conference 
home-opener against Rick Pitino and 
the Louisville Cardinals. What was 
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will be critical for the Friars in the second half of the 
play five nationally ranked teams.
Rebounding, defense, and shot selection 
season, during which Providence will
not expected was a halftime lead over 
the former PC coach after Providence 
began the game in a 14-0 hole. Though 
the first half fight was admirable, the 
Friars just couldn't maintain their 
shooting touch and watched Louisville 
run away with the game, 92-70.
The Friars welcomed Rutgers University 
and put on a show as they lit up the 
score board and won 94-81. In the 
game, Jamine Peterson '12 became 
only the sixth player in Big East history 
to record at least 20 points and 20 
rebounds, as he scored a career high 
29 points and raked in 20 rebounds. 
After getting "greedy" in the Dunk, the 
Friars went to the Midwest to take on 
the struggling DePaul Blue Demons. 
The Friars dominated the game thanks 
to 17 points off the bench from Marshon 
Brooks '11 and another double-double 
by Peterson. With the Friars off to a 3-2 
start, they continued on to Milwaukee, 
where they ran into a Marquette team 
that was well-rested and showed no rust 
from an eight day lay-off as the Friars 
fell fast and were out of it by halftime. 
The Friars fell 93-63, and Peterson was 
Join the Sports Staff of The Cowl! 
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ejected for a blatant elbow to the face of 
a Marquette player.
By the time your eyes meet this 
article, the Friars will have played 
both South Florida and Connecticut 
at home. For analysis on these two 
games, I suggest you read Dan 
Ollquist '10. However, I need to put 
my two cents in about this team's 
progression. The Friars have a lot of 
talent, especially from the freshmen 
class (Vincent Council '13, Duke 
Mondy '13, and Johnnie Lacy T3) as 
well as our two red-shirt players, Bilal 
Dixon '12, and Jamine Peterson '12. 
Mix in one of the best point guards in 
the Big East in Sharaud Curry '10 and 
veterans like Brian Mckenzie TO, and 
Brooks and the offensive ability of this 
team has high potential. This is where 
the problem lies. The offense is fine; 
it's the defense that has been hurting 
the Friars this season. While they have 
been in mostly every game this season, 
with the exception of Notre Dame 
and Marquette, our shooting has 
been good enough to hold off teams. 
However, the Friars have had multiple 
games where they either had a sizeable 
lead or deficit, only to then fight back 
and still lose, or give up the lead and 
lose. The simple reason behind these 
repeated incidences is the bad shot 
selection and inability to defend the 
perimeter jump shot or in the paint. 
Add in comments from Friars Head 
Coach Keno Davis saying, "We don't 
have players who are able to stop one- 
on-one penetration. We have some 
guys who are very good scorers that 
are big weak spots for us defensively." 
This doesn't sit well in Friar Fans' 
stomachs. What also might not be 
so comforting is that an anonymous 
source close to the team has suggested 
that Coach Davis is losing his players 
in the locker room. Inexperience and 
youth can be used as excuses, for now, 
but the coaching staff must bring this 
team together and make them realize 
that they are in the Big East, and if they 
want to succeed they will have to play 
as a team with passing, rebounding, 
defending, and shot selection. Sound 
simple? That's because it is.
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Who will win Super Bowl XLIV?
PC: Set to Play BC, UMass
Who Dat Say Dey Gonna Beat 
Dem Saints? Through the first 13 
weeks of the NFL season no one did. 
After a tough loss against the then 
mighty Dallas Cowboys, and a fold 
over against the Bucs and Panthers in 
the last two weeks of the season, the 
Saints weren't so mighty going into 
the playoffs. After a dominating 45- 
14 victory over Kurt Warner and the 
Cardinals in the divisional round and 
a win last Sunday over ageless wonder 
Brett Favre in the NFC Championship 
game, the Saints now have a chance to 
capture their first Super Bowl victory 
in team history.
The 2009-10 New Orleans Saints 
could go down as one of the most 
explosive offensive teams this league 
has ever seen. With the likes of Drew 
Brees, Marques Colston, and Reggie 
Bush the offense was able to lead the 
league in points per game (31.9) as well 
as yards per game (403.8).
Despite the impressive offensive 
stats, die most important underlying 
factor with the Saints is that they 
know how to win games in the clutch. 
The Colts are certainly a formidable 
opponent but right now the Saints have 
that "it" factor. Between the rallying of 
a community devastated by Hurricane 
Katrina and a quarterback that has 
captivated fans from coast to coast, the 
Saints seem destined for glory.
As great as the Saints have been, 
ending the season on a positive note 
will prove to be a tough task. The 
Colts possess one of the top offensive 
units in the game and Peyton Manning 
knows what it takes to win the big 
game. Couple that with the fact that 
the Saints have some glaring holes on 
defense and the boys from the Bayou 
could have a difficult time stopping 
the Colts. Look for this game to be an 
up and down affair with lots of scoring 
and lots of passing. With arguably the 
two best quarterbacks in the game 
going head to head and a solid core of 
receivers on each side, this game could 
be an aerial assault for the ages.
Prediction: Opening up the Vegas 
Line as four point favorites the first 
half will show the experience and 
talent of the Colts offense and they 
will take a 20-17 lead into halftime. 
Drew Brees and the rest of the Saints 
talented offense will wake up. Look for 
a big second half by Henderson and 
Colston on the outsides and for Pierre 
Thomas to have a big game running 
the ball along with Bush through that 
Colts defense. The Saints' defense will 
pick off Peyton on a last drive attempt 
and the Saints will be Super Bowl XLIV 
Champions with a 34-30 victory over 
the Colts. Saints owner Tom Benson 
will finally be able to celebrate with his 
infamous Saints umbrella and have the 
luxury of kicking back and watching 
all of bourbon street drinking a Dixie 
beer of Pat O'Brien's Hurricane while 
dancing along the streets. Spicy gumbo 
and crayfish will be in the hands of 
every Saints fan while they carouse 
the casino boats in the Mississippi 
and gamble their excitement until the 
morning come.
So, Who Dat Say Dey Gonna Beat 
Dem Saints? This year, it isn't going to 
be the Colts.
Despite losing their final two regular 
season games, the Colts are back to 
their winning ways as they charge into 
Super Bowl XLIV. Peyton Manning, 
the 2009 NFL MVP and Super Bowl XLI 
MVP, will lead the Colts' unwavering 
offense towards the end zone with the 
help of a solid backfield and a special 
group of receivers.
Joseph Addai, a very consistent and 
dependable back, will be expected 
to carry the load for the Colts, but 
Donald Brown, a sensational rookie 
runner from the University of 
Connecticut, has also proven to be an 
intricate part of the Colts' offensive 
front. Addai and Brown have proven 
to be one of the NFL's top backfield 
tandems this season and should be 
able to maneuver their way through 
the Saints' defense. The running 
attack should allow the Colts to run 
a ball-control style offense which in 
turn will supply their defense with 
time to rest.
Despite their two-pronged running 
attack, the Colts' receiving corps 
accounts for the majority of their 
offense as they inspire fear and cause 
confusion within opposing defenses. 
Reggie Wayne and Dallas Clark have 
proven to be two of the league's best 
at their respective positions, and 
they will provide added leadership 
in Miami. In addition to these two 
studs, young rising stars Pierre 
Garcon and Austin Collie will 
provide Peyton Manning with even 
more big play threats. In their last 
two games, the Colts offense scored 
a combined 50 points against two of 
the league's most feared defenses, 
including an impressive 30 points 
against the league's top defense in 
the New York Jets last Sunday. Even 
though the Colts are stacked with a 
wealth of skilled players, their success 
would not be possible if it weren't for 
an inexorable offensive line led by 
perennial all-pro center Jeff Saturday.
Despite owning a prolific offense, 
the key to the Colts' success will 
be their defense. The Indianapolis 
defense is underrated due in large 
part to their lack of size, but what 
they lack in size, they make up for 
in speed. Just ask the Ravens or Jets 
who combined to score a measly 20 
points against the Colts defense. 
Defensive end Dwight Freeney will 
be expected to harass Drew Brees 
when he does not draw an extra 
blocker, and linebacker Gary Brackett 
will be poised to attack whoever has 
the ball, similarly to the way in which 
Terry Tate, 'Office Linebacker,' used 
to punish employees who slacked 
off in the office. I expect the Colts 
defense to continue their stellar play 
and hold the Saints offense to less 
than 21 points.
Admittedly, the Saints offense is 
probably the most explosive that 
the Colts have faced all year, and 
their defense is solid, but they lack 
experience on both sides of the ball, 
which will prove to be one of the 
fundamental aspects of their failure 
to win the game. When all is said and 
done, the Saints will be singing the 
'Bayou Blues' as the Colts hoist the 
Vince Lombardi Trophy yet again. 
I mean, if Donald Trump can't beat 
Peyton Manning in an Oreo eating 
contest, can the Saints defense really 
stop him on a football field?
— Nick Aiken '12
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single minute in the extra session to score 
and seal the deal on a 2-1 Merrimack 
victory. PC goalie Alex Beaudry '12 tallied 
39 saves for the second straight night.
On Friday, Jan. 22, PC hosted No. 
16 UNH and played evenly with the 
Wildcats for much of the game but were 
eventually toppled by the powerful 
New Hampshire offense. UNH jumped 
out to a 1-0 lead at 18:47 of the first 
period on Paul Thompson's 13th goal of 
the season.
At 2:46 in the second, the Wildcats 
increased their lead to 2-0 when Mike 
Borisenok put a one-timer into the right 
side of the net. The Friar offense finally 
awoke when O'Connor took a pass from 
Alex Velischek '13 and wristed a shot 
past UNH goalie Brian Foster. The two 
teams went into the second intermission
Left wing Ian O’Connor ’10 scored the Friars’ only goal against Memmack on Saturday, Jan. 23.
HOOPS: PC Downs UConn
continued from back page
after a tough loss is no easy task, and 
on Wednesday night Keno had his team 
playing their best ball of the year. He 
had them playing their best defense 
of the year and more than anything he 
proved that he knows how to motivate 
his players. Being physically out-classed 
by fhe Huskies, PC was able to dominate 
the boards and also limit Connecticut's 
points in the paint. Hopefully Davis 
will be able to get his team to deliver 
the effort that they displayed against 
UConn on a nightly basis. If they do, 
they will be a tough matchup for anyone 
in the Big East.
Prior to the Friars' bout against 
Connecticut on Wednesday, PC 
dropped one of its most embarrasing 
and shocking games in school history. 
After playing a solid 38 minutes of 
basketball, Providence seemed to forget 
that an NCAA game doesn't end until 40 
minutes are up.
Holding to a more than comfortable 
12-point lead with just 2:02 remaining, 
the implosion commenced. USF's 
Dominique Jones and the rest of the 
Bulls waltzed down the lane with ease 
as Providence defenders did their best 
matador impersonations.
"We don't have players that are able 
to stop one-on-one penetration," said 
Davis. "We have some guys that are 
good scorers but are big weak spots 
defensively."
After a pair of free throws by USF 
center Jarrid Famous cut the lead to 
seven, Vincent Council '13 drove the 
lane and finished a layup to put PC 
ahead 92-83 with just 00:49 remaining. 
With the game seemingly over, many 
fans headed to the exits, but USF had 
other ideas.
After a dunk by Famous cut the 
Providence lead to five, Council 
missed a pair of crucial free-throws 
which breathed new life into the Bulls' 
with UNH holding a 28-21 advantage 
in shots and a 2-1 lead.
At 7:28 in the third period, John 
Cavanaugh '10 evened the score at 2-2 
when he fired a wrist shot into the right 
side of the cage. Matt Germain '11 and 
Kyle McKinnon '11 were both credited 
with assists on the goal.
Cavanaugh's goal would be the 
last of regulation, but 2:17 into the 
extra session Phil Desimone scored 
the game-winner for UNH, 3-2. 
Beaudry was credited with 39 saves 
while Foster stopped 30 shots.
The Friars will be back in action 
on Friday, Jan. 29, when they travel 
to Chestnut Hill to take on Boston 
College and again on Saturday, Jan. 30, 
when they host UMass Amherst at 7:00 
p.m. in Schneider Arena.
comeback cause. Jones connected 
on a pair of jumpers and, with eight 
seconds remaining, stole a sloppy 
inbounds pass from Brian McKenzie 
TO and passed it to Toarlyn Fitzpatrick 
who connected on a three with one 
second remaining to send the game 
into overtime. And just like that, a 
12-point lead with 2:02 left was gone. 
So were the fans and the spirits of the 
players.
The overtime session was firmly 
controlled by USF who continued to 
drive into the lane at-will, helping 
propel them to an improbable 109-105 
overtime win.
"This game points out that the team 
we have right now just isn't good 
enough," said Davis. "We're just not as 
talented as we need to be in this league 
to fight through some of these tough 
situations."
The late game heroics of USF were 
more than improbable; they were 
miraculous.
"I couldn't be prouder as a coach," 
said USF Head Coach Stan Heath. "I've 
never seen a game like that. I have to 
watch the tape again to figure out how 
we got to overtime in the first place."
The game, which was highlighted 
by offensive play, had a number of 
stars on both sides. A total of nine 
players scored in double figures, but 
the game was headlined by Jones who 
scored a Big East season-high 46 points 
to go along with 10 rebounds and 
eight assists. For the Friars, Peterson 
led all scorers with 26 points followed 
by Marshon Brooks '11, Curry, and 
Council who scored 25, 24, and 17 
points respectively.
Providence hopes to continue to 
build off their impressive win against 
UConn when they return to action 
against the University of Cincinnati in 
Cincinnati, Ohio on Saturday, Jan. 30.
— Daniel McNamara '13
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Marandola, Cournoyer Take Over PC Record Books
by John Butler '11
Asst. Sports Editor
Women’s Basketball
Since Providence has entered the 
belly of the Big East schedule in the last 
four weeks, the level of competition 
has increased greatly. And although 
the wins are not coming as easily as 
they did earlier in the season, the Friars 
are still working hard, and that effort is 
translating into the record books
Providence suffered two losses this 
past week against conference foes No. 
3 Notre Dame and Pittsburgh. The 
Friars were downed by a powerful 
Fighting Irish team last night with a 
score of 84-59. Notre Dame has won 
six of its seven conference matchups 
this season.
Providence has now evened its 
record in Big East play. At 3-3 and 12-7 
overall, Providence is in ninth place in 
the conference.
Despite the loss, Chelsea Marandola 
TO moved into sixth place all-time 
among Providence scorers with 1,547 
points and 18 points scored against 
Pittsburgh last night. The team's other 
veteran leader, Emily Coumoyer '10 
passed the 500 rebound mark last night, 
and joins Marandola as the only other 
active Friar to have reached that level. 
Providence joins Connecticut and Notre 
Dame as the only other Big East squads 
with two rebounders of that caliber.
Coumoyer followed up Marandola's 
performance with 12 points, and Mi- 
Khida Hankins TO chipped in 10 points.
Providence had a difficult time 
in the first half, and suffered a 13-2 
Notre Dame run leading up to the five 
minute mark, from which the Friars 
never recovered.
Although the shooting was poor in 
the first half, particularly from beyond
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
Mi-Khida Hankins ’10 scored 10 points in the Friars’ loss at the hands of the No. 3 Fighting Irish on 
Wednesday, Jan. 27, in South Bend, Ind.
the three-point arc (0-for-9), the Friars 
out-rebounded Notre Dame 21-19. 
Rebounding has been a hit-or-miss art 
for Providence this season, and while 
the Friars got the job done in the first 
half, they were outdone 18-13 in the 
second half.
Providence put up an impressive 
total of 37 points in the second half, and 
spent the majority of the period trying 
to reduce the Irish's lead. Ultimately, 
the PC defense was unable to quell the 
Irish, who were buoyed by five players 
in double figures.
Turnovers were another aspect 
of the game that the statistics page 
shows did not favor PC. Providence 
offered up 26 turnovers, which 
Notre Dame capitalized on to score 
24 points—a particularly troubling 
figure considering the 25 points that 
separated the Irish from the Friars in 
the box score.
The loss at the hands of the Irish came 
after a 72-58 defeat against Pittsburgh 
on Saturday, Jan. 23. The offense never 
really found its groove in the first half 
against the Panthers. Poor passing 
and imprudent shots marked the first 
nine minutes of play, during which 
the Friars were on the short end of a 
15-2 run. Just outside of the 10 minute 
mark, Coumoyer banked a short shot 
from the paint and Dorsey penetrated 
the Panthers' defense to score a much- 
needed lay up, but the offensive spark 
did little to chip away at Pittsburgh's 
increasingly commanding lead.
With the Providence defense 
clearly not performing to its potential, 
the Friars resorted to fouling their 
opponents to the point where PC had 
amassed six team fouls in just over 10 
minutes of play.
For a moment, it looked like the tide 
might turn in the Friars' favor, when a 
long offensive possession ended in a 
Marandola bank shot as the shot clock 
expired, but back-to-back Pittsburgh 
treys quelled the Friars' uprising.
Providence ended the first half with 
just 17 points scored, and 22.6 percent 
shooting from the field.
Marandola started the second 
half out right for PC by scoring four 
quick points. The Friars' floor general 
finished the game with a team-high 
22 points and eight rebounds. The 
offensive spark was complemented 
by liberal use of the full court press on 
defense, which certainly slowed the 
Panther offense.
By the 10 minute mark of the second 
half, Providence had cut Pittsburgh's 
lead down to just 10 points. The point 
differential hovered around that point 
for the next several minutes, but PC 
could not get close enough to bring 
this one down to the wire.
Save for one three-pointer by 
Chandler McCabe '12, Friar shooting 
from behind the arc was poor, at just 
one for 13 in the game. If Providence 
hopes to maintain the high level of 
competition to which fans have become 
accustomed in the season's early going, 
good passing must be utilized to create 
good three-point opportunities. The 
final score was 72-58, which does 
speak to a great comeback effort in 
the second half by PC, in which they 
outscored Pittsburgh 41-37.
The Friars return to action on Saturday, 
Jan. 30, at St. John's in Queens, N.Y.
The Original East Side Urgent Care
 The Right Care, Right Now
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Monday ~ Friday 9am~8pm 
Saturday 9am-4pm
Sunday 9am~4pm
*Located ON the Bus~99 Route 
*Lab and Imaging services onsite 
*All major insurances accepted
Call ahead to avoid waiting 
*Check-in paperwork available online 
* Appointments available
TREATMENT OF
*Colds & Flu
*Minor Trauma
*Sprains & Strains 
Workman’s Comp Exams 
*School, DOT, Sports Physicals 
*Infections, Rashes
The East side’s original walk-in 
medical clinic.
We are Rhode Island natives, 
caring for the Rhode Island 
community.
Fast, friendly, safe, and always 
completely confidential.
Primary Care referals available.
1195 NORTH MAIN STREET
401.861,3782
1 1 95 North Main Street, Providence, HI 02908
www.eastsideurgentcareRI.com
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Faith Restored to Friartown
Providence Knocks Off No. 19 UConn after Embarrasing Loss
by Dan Ollquist '10
Sports Editor
Men’s Basketball
One game Friar fans left the Dunkin' 
Donuts Center cursing out players and 
coaches and the next they stormed the 
court in jubilant celebration. That's life 
in the Big East. It's an emotional roller 
coaster of ups and downs, highlight 
dunks and forgettable turnovers — 
and in Providence's case the highest 
of highs and the lowest of lows took 
place over the course of just five days. 
After falling to the University of 
South Florida in embarrassing fashion 
on Saturday, Jan. 23, Head Coach 
Keno Davis rallied the troops for an 
impressive victory over perrenial 
power and hated foe, the University of 
Connecticut.
After vowing to focus more on 
the defensive end following the loss 
to USF, Davis had the Friars playing 
their most inspired defense of the 
year against the Huskies. Right from 
the opening tip, PC looked to have 
an extra hop in their step and forced 
a number of early UConn turnovers 
that led to easy buckets in transition. 
Offensively, the Friars, perhaps a little 
too charged up from the rowdy crowd 
at the 'Dunk, forced up a number of 
poor shots which allowed the Huskies 
to race out to a 29-19 lead with 7:24 left 
in the first half.
Using a new rotation of players, PC 
received a great boost off the bench 
from Duke Mondy '13 who knocked 
down a big three to start a 12-2 run 
to tie the game at 31. After a Jamine
Two OT
Games too
Much for PC
by Chris Mammen '11
Sports Staff
Men’s Hockey
This weekend the Men's Hockey 
Team continued a three-game skid, 
losing two consecutive hard-fought 
overtime games, dropping the team 
to 9-13-1 overall and 4-11-1 in Hockey 
East play. On Saturday the Friars fell 
at Merrimack College, 2-1, to follow 
up a 3-2 loss on home ice to the No. 16 
University of New Hampshire.
On Saturday, Jan. 23, the Friars 
traveled to North Andover, Mass., to 
face the Warriors of Merrimack. The 
Warriors got the scoring started at the 
15:04 mark of the first period when 
Carter Madsen pounced on a rebound 
and put it in the back of the net, giving 
Merrimack a 1-0 lead.
The Friars responded soon after 
on a power play when Ian O'Connor 
'10 evened the score at 1-1, putting in 
a rebound out in front of the net. Eric 
Baier '11 and Aaron Jamnick '13 were 
both credited with assists. It marked 
O'Connor's sixth goal of the season 
and third consecutive game with a 
goal. For the rest of regulation the 
score held.
Brandon Brodhag needed, only a 
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Vincent Council ’13 (left) and Kyle Wright ’11 (right) played tough defense inside in Providence’s com­
manding victory over No. 19 Connecticut on Wednesday, Jan. 27.
"Greedy" Peterson '12 three pointer 
and a Bilal Dixon '13 dunk, Providence 
had themselves a 36-35 lead, much to 
the delight of the Friar Faithful.
After going scoreless in the first half 
of play, Sharaud Curry '10 decided to 
take control of things on the offensive 
end. Curry was able to penetrate the 
lane and did an excellent job finishing 
on drives and drawing fouls from 
UConn's big men.
The second half was pretty much a 
back-and-forth affair with Providence
No. 9 Friars Sitting Pretty Atop Hockey East
by Al Daniel 'll
Sports Staff
Women’s Hockey
Defender Jennifer Friedman '12 of 
the Women's Hockey Team is certainly 
no stranger to accelerating her output 
in the month of January. As a freshman 
last season, all four of her goals and six 
of her eight total points were collected 
within 31 days of the Times Square 
ball drop.
And yet again, with a goal in 
last Sunday's 6-3 lashing of Boston 
College at Conte Forum, Friedman has 
notched another six points over eight 
games this month, upping her season 
total to nine.
"I don't think it has anything to 
do with personal points," Friedman 
insists. "The team as a whole has 
been doing really well this month 
and everyone has seen their points 
go up. When the team does well, all 
individuals do well."
For once, such an observation is 
not simply a cliche case of hockey 
humility talking. In fact, Friedman's 
assessment of the Friars is so clear the 
Geico Cavemen could understand it.
With the win on Sunday—which 
temporarily looped them into first 
place in Hockey East—the Friars are 
on a seven-game winning streak and 
are 8-0-2 in their last 10 excursions, 
dating back to the advent of December. 
Only Mercyhurst, fastened to the No. 
1 slot in the national polls since the
clinging to a 60-58 lead with just 6:57 
left on the clock. Instead of folding 
down the stretch like they had against 
USF, the Friars took charge and torched 
the Huskies to the tune of a 21-6 run 
that put UConn away once and for all, 
81-66.
"As I told our team before the season, 
we can beat anyone in the country," 
said Davis. "With six minutes left I 
thought to myself, we have to win this 
game. This game was so important to 
this season because we were playing 
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Alyse Ruff ’11 has been on a tear recently, and was one of six different Friars who scored in Provi­
dence’s 6-3 win over Boston College on Sunday.
second week of October, is currently on 
a lengthier unbeaten tear.
Along the way, as Friedman said, 
countless individuals have had their 
production machines in turbo drive. 
Four different PC skaters had a 
multi-point performance on Sunday, 
including a goal and two assists by 
Alyse Ruff '11, who twice this month 
has been named the league's Player of 
the Week.
Ruff's linemate and classmate, 
assistant captain Jean O'Neill '11, has 
so hard and if you lose a game when 
you play with that much intensity it's 
not always easy to come back from that 
and play the next game."
Vincent Council'13 was the catalyst 
of the PC run, pushing the ball up the 
court every chance he could. He dished 
out eight assists, pulled down seven 
rebounds, and scored eight points, 
including a lighting quick cross-over 
move past UConn's Kemba Walker in 
the game's final minutes.
The recipient of a number of 
Council's assists was Jamine Peterson, 
who once again put up an unbelievable 
stat line. The high flying sophomore 
dropped 23 points and corralled 14 
rebounds. "Greedy" provided fans 
with an aerial assault that could rival 
the invasion of Pearl Harbor, throwing 
down a total of five vicious dunks.
In addition to Peterson and Council, 
PC got a great effort from a number of 
players. Curry finished with 18 points 
while Bilal Dixon '13 registered 11 
points and 12 rebounds.
"I get realty excited when I talk 
about [Dixon]," said Davis. "As he 
works on his post moves and on his 
outside game he has the chance to 
become a very good player."
Dixon's play down low was certainly 
inspiring as he battled a much larger 
UConn front line and kept them off 
the glass all night long. Peterson also 
joined in with Dixon to help the Friars 
out-rebound UConn 53-38.
Providence played an overall great 
game which more than anything 
reflects the ability of their second-year 
head coach. Getting a team ready to 
play a nationally ranked opponent
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scraped out at least one point in these 
seven successive victories, none of 
them bigger than her game-winner on 
Saturday at Schneider Arena. In a 1-1 
deadlock with the Eagles and on the 
heels of a rare overtime penalty kill, 
O'Neill would salvage the streak on a 
sudden-death strike with a mere 30.2 
seconds to spare.
Practically paraphrasing Friedman, 
O'Neill offered, "I think the personal 
success is coming from the team. I 
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